A Study Of The Development Of Education For Negroes In Walker County by Powell, John Roosevelt
Prairie View A&M University 
Digital Commons @PVAMU 
All Theses 
8-1948 
A Study Of The Development Of Education For Negroes In Walker 
County 
John Roosevelt Powell 
Prairie View A&M College 
Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.pvamu.edu/pvamu-theses 
Recommended Citation 
Powell, J. R. (1948). A Study Of The Development Of Education For Negroes In Walker County. Retrieved 
from https://digitalcommons.pvamu.edu/pvamu-theses/809 
This Thesis is brought to you for free and open access by Digital Commons @PVAMU. It has been accepted for 
inclusion in All Theses by an authorized administrator of Digital Commons @PVAMU. For more information, please 
contact hvkoshy@pvamu.edu. 
«* LIT N.$ ax F * mm*mHNRK 
POWiiLL 
H8« 
A STUDY OF THE DEVELOPMENT OF EDUCATION 
FOR NEGROES 
IN WALKER COUNTY 
BY 




W 4<S'  
Submitted in partial fulfillment of 
the requirments for the degree 
of Master of Science in 
the School of Education, 
Prairie Viexv A# and M. 
College of Texas 
August, 19U8 
ACKWO'WLEDGME'NT 
The writer wishes to express his gratitude to citizens 
and school officials of Huntsvilie and Walker County who assisted 
in supplying the necessary data for the development of this study. 
The writer is especially grateful to Dr. J. L. Clark, without 
whose helpful assistance and advice the completion of this study 
would have been very difficult. Also the writer is grateful to 
the members of his advisory committee for their interest and en­
couragement. Special acknowledgment is due Dr. J. H. WIndom, 
Chairman of the Graduate Committee, for graciously giving a great 
amount of time and assistance as well as inspiration in guiding 
this study to completion. 
The writer expresses appreciation to his wife, Mrs. Ellen 
Gregg Powell, whose patience, tolerance and sacrificial assistance 
has made this work possible. 
iii 
TABLE (F CONTENTS 
Chapter page 
I. INTRODUCTION ! 
Statement of the problem,1 
The Purpose and Importance of the Study 2 
Scope of the Stud ,,, 3 
Method of Procedure and Source of Data 3 
Related Studies f 
II, BACKGROUND AND GENERAL FEATURES OF 'WALKER COUNTY 8 
Origin and Location 8 
Natural Resources,..,,.,,,,,,, 9 
Indu str ie s..... 9 
Population Trends 10 
III. EARLY EDUCATION FOR NEGROES 12 
Before the Civil War. 12 
Freedman Schools 16 
IV. PUBLIC PROVISIONS FOR EDUCATION FOR NEGROES IN WALKER 
COUNTY 21 
Early Legislative Provisions....... 21 
Factors Influencing Development of Negro Education..., 29 
Early Public Schools of Walker County 30 
First Schools................ 35 
Sam Houston.Industrial Training School 1;0 




V. ADULT EDUCATION 60 -
Extension Service. 60 
The Household Employment Class...... Q.\ 
The C. C. C. Camp.... 65 
National Defense and Food Production War Training,..., 66 
Apprenticeships 68 
The W, p. A. Adult Education Program 70 
Veteran Training Program 71 
iv 
TABLE OF CONTENTS 
Chapter Pa»e 
VI. SUMMARY, CONCLUSIONS, RECOMMENDATIONS jh 
Summary 7I4. 
Conclusions. 76 




LIST OF TABLES 
Table PaSe 
I. NEGRO POPULATION OF TALKER COUNTY - 1880-19^0 10 
II. HUNTSVILLE INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT AND TALKER COUNTY 





Statement of the Problem 
The problem for study may be expressed in the form of one 
broad question followed by other questions touching on specific 
phases of the problem. The problem is rather broad in scope as it 
pertains to time because it extends over a period before the Civil 
War and the emancipation of the Negro through several periods, 
which are easily identified, following the war between the states. 
The problem to be dealt with is; 
How has education for Negroes in Walker County developed? 
The solving of this problem is dependent upon answers to the follow­
ing questionsj 
1. Were Negroes taught before the Civil War and before the 
advent of public schools for Negroes? 
2. Ylhat was the nature of the first public schools for 
Negroes? 
3. Who were some of the pioneers in the development of 
education for Negroes? 
What provisions have been made for the education of 
adult Negroes? 
5. What provisions have been made for professional growth 
of inservice teachers? 
6. Who are some of the contemporary contributors to the 
educational growth of Walker County Negroes? 
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7. How has apprenticeship been a contributing factor to 
education for Negroes? 
8, How has supervision aided in the development of edu­
cation for Negroes? 
The Purpose and Importance of the Study 
The purpose of this study is threefold in nature. The first 
is to ascertain whether Negroes vie re offered formal education before 
tie' Civil Vfer . The second is to study the development of education 
for Negroes during the reconstruction period and the factors in­
fluencing that development. The third purpose is to study the de­
velopment of the public schools to the present dajr. 
The Negroes of Walker County have at certain periods out­
numbered the whites. Thus, it would seem, they have at tines been 
in a position to wield some influence in the development of the 
county as a -whole. The writer wishes to point out the facts deal­
ing with the development of education for Negroes and leave it to 
those who may read these pages to determine what the influence has 
been. 
The study is of great importance because of the large number 
of persons and institutions interested in its development. The Sam 
Houston Teachers College is interested to the extent of making cer­
tain volumes found in its library available to the writer. Dr. T. L. 
Clark, Head of the Social Science Division and Professor of History, 
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is lending his invaluable assistance to the writer. The Huntsvilie 
Item, weekly news publication, which has been in existence for ninety-
eight years, is interested in the study. The Huntsville and Walker 
County Chamber of Commerce has expressed interest in the study and has 
agreed to lend whatever assistance possible for the success of the 
venture. All the leading school officials have not only expressed 
their interest, but have also volunteered the use of their files. 
This widespread interest in the study gives the impression that it is 
iirgportant enough to merit consideration. 
Scope of Study 
The scope of this study will be broad enough to include all 
periods in the education of the Negro, but it will be limited to 
Walker County. Hoxvever, consideration will be given to those indivi­
duals of other groups who made contributions or influenced the develop­
ment of education for Negroes. The attitudes and responses of other 
groups will be mentioned to a limited degree. 
Method of Procedure and. Sources of Data 
Probably because of the limitation of the scope of this prob­
lem, no books have been published dealing directly with it. For this 
reason the writer must rely for material upon unpublished manuscripts, 
legal documents and records found in the County Superintendent's 
office, the county clerk's office, the abstractor's office, the office 
of the Chamber of Commerce, a fe\v books on the history of education in 
Texas and history of the Megro and Negro activities, the Texas 
Almanac, and personal interviews with reputable, lifelong citizens of 
Walker County, No written questionnaires were sent out, but every 
means of developing the subject were exhausted. 
Related Studies 
The limitations in scope of this study greatly reduces the 
number of related studies. Many books have been written on the 
history of education as a whole, and some books have been written on 
the history of education in certain civilized sections as countries, 
states and even smaller geographical divisions. However, writing on 
the development of certain cultural aspects of a select minority 
group within a limited territory, as a county, has not been attempted 
extensively. Therefore, the publications and manuscripts related to 
this study are not directly to the point, but contain material common 
to the characters and the county included. 
In an unpublished manuscript written by Bettie Hayman, A Short 
History of the Negro of Yfalker County, some of the experiences of the 
N e g r o  e d u c a t i o n a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  a r e  d i s c u s s e d  t o  a  l i m i t e d  d e g r e e , I t  
is pointed out in this study that the first schools were supported by 
the Freedman's Bureau and that teachers were supplied by the American 
Missionary Society, The Freedman's Bureau was a philanthropic organi­
zation made up of northern white people who were interested in trying 
^Hayman, Bettie, A Short History of the Negro of Walker County, 
(unpublished)• 
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to improve the living standards and intelligence level of the Negro 
•who was just out of slavery. The Bureau existed on donations and 
gifts from people who were sympathetic toward Negro education. 
The first of these Freedman's Bureau schools in Walker County 
was maintained in the Saint James Methodist Church. This church was 
the general meeting place for all Negroes in the county and housed 
all the church meetings,, regardless of denomination, the social 
gatherings, and the school. There is no specific date available on 
which this church was built nor the school organized, but it must have 
been soon after the war ended because a history of the church written 
by one of the first Negro teachers of the county dates back to 1868. 
The first school in Walker County was organized at the close of the 
war and was taught by white teachers. This school was maintained in 
the church until I883, when it was moved to the Bishop Ward Normal 
and Collegiate Institute on Smith Hill just outside the present city 
limits of Huntsvilie. 
The second Freedman school was organized in I87I-!- and was known 
as the Grant's Colony School. This school still exists as a part of 
the Hurrtsville Independent School District System. 
Negroes were anxious to improve themselves in Walker County and 
made use of every opportunity for learning during the reconstruction 
period. They were aided by whites from the North who sponsored the 
establishment and maintenance of schools for Negroes and served as 
teachers. This system of education for Negroes was looked upon with 
much disfavor by the local whites who did many things to retard the 
progress of Negro learning. 
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In writing on The Development and present Status cf Negro 
Education in East Texas of which Walker County is a part, Dr, William 
R. Davis collaborates all the statements made by Bettie Hayman,^ Dr, 
Davis' study goes into a detailed discussion of developments of Negro 
education extending over a period before the emancipation and up to 
the time he made his study in 193k* Dr, Davis elaborates on the fact 
that the greatest interest manifested in the Negro by the Texas citi­
zens before the Civil War was in keeping him a slave. After the war, 
the Texas white citizens became skeptical of Negro learning and re­
sorted to certain unethical tactics to retard education for Negroes 
during the period of Freedman schools. 
According to Dr, Davis, the development of public schools is 
divided into two phasest the community system and our present system. 
The community system began with the expiration of the Freedman system 
and continued until the adoption of the district system in 1905. The 
period from 1870 to I876 was a sort of preparatory period for the 
community system which began with the adoption of our present state 
constitution. 
The manifestation of interest in education by Negroes did much 
to force the cause of Negro education to the attention of educational 
leaders during this period. However, there was a growing resentment 
toward Negro education during the whole reconstruction period, and it 
was a natural sequence for tax payers to object to free public schools 
for Negroes, All during the community system the feeling of resent-
Davis, William R,, The Development and ^resent Status of Negro 
Education in East Texas, 
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merit against Negro education had grown to such proportions that it 
(education for Negroes) was openly opposed by whites. This opposition 
to Negro education grew so strong until all public education was oppos­
ed. In spite of this outward opposition to public education, the 
better thinking citizens began to see the need of better educational 
opportunities for the Texas citizenship as a whole. When the need 
for "white education was felt and movements started to build up and 
improve education for whites it was soon discovered that the Texas 
system of education could not develop to the highest without improve­
ments in the system for ^egroes. Public education for Negroes has 
gained momentum and there are movements on to equalize educational 
opportunities for all citizens of Texas. 
In writing on The Development of Education in Texas, Dr. 
Frederick Eby gives a very limited discussion of Negro education. He 
discusses the early education for Negroes in much the same light as 
those authors who made special studies of Negroes and Negro education.^ 
The highlights of his brief discussion discloses the eagerness of the 
Negro to obtain educational opportunities and his persistent persever­
ance in making use of these opportunities. There was much opposition 
to whites teaching Negroes which was expressed in ridicule, ostraciza-
tion and mal-treatment of the teachers, and in burning of school houses 
or forbiding the use of buildings for school purposes. The attitude 
and response of the Negro did much to break down this oppostion and 
finally made friends out of many Texas whites who had opposed Negro 
education. 
3 Eby, Frederick, The Development of Education in Texas. 
8 
CHAPTER II 
BACKGROUND AND GENERAL FEATURES OF WALKER COUNTY 
Origin and Location 
The little city of Huntsville was in existence several years 
before Walker County was established in 18L6 by the first legislature 
of Texas. Huntsville, therefore, has a much more colorful history 
than the county. Huntsville was settled in 1830 by Pleasant Gray, 
who came from Huntsville, Alabama. In I83I4, Gray secured approximate­
ly 1*,L00 acres of land from the Mexican Government and established a 
small trading post at the spring near the center of what is now the 
business part of the town. 
The city was incorporated in 18J_'5 by bhe Congress of the 
Republic. After annexation, the County of Walker was established and 
the first Court House was erected in 181*7. The Penitentiary was es­
tablished and located here in 1850. The same year Huntsville was 
called the Athens of Texas because of its schools (white). 
Walker County is located in the Southeast Texas timber region 
with characteristic rolling terrain, hilly in some places, largely 
covered with pine and hardwoods but with some stretches of prairie. 
The Trinity River crosses the northern part5 the San Jacinto River 
and. its tributaries give drainage. The altitude ranges from 200 to 
I4.50 feet, and the annual rainfall is I4J.1.I1O inches; the mean annual 
temperature is sixty-seven degrees, with a growing season of 2(2 days. 
''"Bulletin, Huntsville and Walker County Chamber of Commerce, 
191*7, p. 5. 
^Texas Almanac, 191*7" 19^*8, p. 929» 
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Natural Resources 
The land consists of sandy, sandy loam soils on the uplands 
and stiff black clay in the valleys. Loblolly and short leaf pine, 
sweet gum, red oak, sycamore, elm and cedar are plentiful. Lumbering 
is the leading industry. Puller1s earth is produced? brick clay, 
sandstone, lignite are found. Recently there have been small oil de­
velopments. 
Industries 
The county contains 786 square miles and has a population, 
according to the 191+0 census, of 19,868, with a population per square 
mile of 25.3* There are 23,835 acres of crop land, •'•he annual income 
is approximately $11,1+91,000; retail sales amount to $6,1*76,000; bank 
deposits '7,880,000; and, there are 3,3® automobiles registered.? 
The crops consist of cotton, corn, small grain, black-eyed peas, 
hay, peanuts, alfalfa, sweet and -'-rish potatoes, a limited amount of 
fruit, pecans, tomatoes, watermelons and general truck. The livestock 
consists mainly of beef and dairy cattle, horses and. mules, with a few 
hogs, chickens and turkeys. 
Hunting and fishing attract many sportsmen. Deer and squirrel 
are the most prevalent game animals; racoon and opossum are also 
plentiful. There are rnary points of historic interest. 
3Ibid, p. 529. 
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Population Trends 
As has been stated elsewhere in this study, the Negro popula­
tion has at times outnumbered the -vdiite. The trend since 1880 is 
shown in the following table. 
TABLE I. NEGRO POPULATION OF WALKER COUNTY - I88O-I9I+O 
Year Negro Increase Over Decrease Percent of 
Population Previous De- From Previous Total 
cade Decade Population 
1880 6,766 56.3 
1890 7,233 2+67 52.2 
1900 8,319 1,086 52.6 
1910 8,362* h3 52.1 
1920 9,lhl 1,379 52.5 
1930 8,531** 1,210 I+6.0 
19I+O 8,820# 289 W,»h 
•Negro Population in U. S., 1879"1913, P» 792. 
••Negro in the U. S., 1920-1932, p. 826. 
ffiexas Almanac, 192+7~ 19^8, p. 128. 
These statistics show that from 1880 to 1930 the Negro popu­
lation of Walker County was greater than the white. The decline 
began after the 1920 census and has continued to the present date. 
There are two possible factors which might have caused this decline. 
The first is the presence of two state institutions which employ 
large numbers of whites. This factor almost eliminates itself when 
the fact is taken into consideration that these two institutions were 
present here between the decades 1880 and 1920. The next probable 
11 
factor influencing this decline is the first World War. large 
numbers of young Negroes settledeIsewhere after the war and many 
Negro civilians left the county to work in industries and make 
their homes elsewhere. 
There has been no northward migration of Negroes comparable 
in size and significance to that which occtirred at the beginning of 
the first World War. Negroes participated in migration to war 
production centers in both north and south. During the second 
World War, Negroes made gains of the same importance as those they 
made during the first World War in iron and steel plants, shipyards, 
I|. 
automobile factories, slaughtering and meat-packing houses. It is 
probable that the 1950 census will show a still further decline in 
the Negro population of Walker County as the second World War took 
Walker County Negroes all over the worlds some of these will never 
resettle here. 
Gunnar, An American Dilemma, vol. 1, p. 182 and p. 
ii09. 
CHAPTER III 
EARLY EDUCATION FOR NEGROES 
Before the Civil War 
There is no direct record of education for Negroes before 
the Civil War. It is apparent from all records, documents and 
history that the chief interest in the Negro after Texas joined 
the Union in I8I4.5 was in keeping him a slave. This fact is known 
of Texas as a whole and cannot be identified with any specific 
county. Much of the early history of Texas is centered in East 
Texas which includes Walker County. That there were many Negroes 
in Walker County proved the United States census records which 
show its Negro population to have been 6,766 in 1880. It seems 
fitting and proper, therefore, to conclude that what was true of 
East Texas as a whole is reasonably true of Walker County, and a 
brief discussion of the East Texas situation should then throw 
some light on discussion of conditions in the county involved in 
this study. 
After Texas adopted her state constitution in 1814-5 upon join­
ing the Union, laws were passed to prevent masters from freeing 
their slaves,- and other laws prevented free Negroes from entering 
the state.5 While no laws prohibiting slaveholders from teaching 
their slaves to read and write are found in the statute books of 
"Gammel, H. P. N., "Constitution of the Republic of Texas," 
Laws of Texas, I, p. 1079* 
5Ibid., p. 1021+. 
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Texas, such a law must have been implied in the law regulating the 
government of slaves coming from other states.^ This inplied law 
must have been commonly observed, for Dr. William Davis states in 
his book, The Development and Present Status of Negro Bducation in 
Bast Texas, that, "Blias Blount, slave of a Mr. Moore of Marion 
County, went to school with the son of his master to carry the young 
master's books. The son taugjht his slave to read but was forbidden 
to teach him to write."'1 Davis further states that in an address 
ma.de at the colored men's convention held at Breriham in 1873, the 
following statement was made; 
It must be borne in mind that the mass of the 
colored people are in a lamentable state of ignorance, 
the result of that wicked system of bondage, Which 
shut them out from the acquisition of all knowledge 
of letters and made it a penal offense to teach them 
to read the Word of God.^ 
General Kiddo said in his report to Commissioner 0. 0, Howard in 
1866j 
Their (the Negroe's) eagerness to learn is a 
great moral rebuke to the legislative restrictions of 
this and other states, placed on their being educated, 
while in slavery." 
That the chief interest in the Negro before I860 was in 
keeping him in bondage is frequently made apparent. An article in 
the Texas Almanac for I858 statess 
'Ibid., op. 872, 1079. 
''Davis, William R., The Development and Present Status of Negro 
Education in Bast Texas, p. 2l\. * 
5£bid., P. 25. 
6Ibid. 
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Every citizen should be the warm friend, the un­
ceasing advocate and bold defender of African Slavery as 
it exists in the Southern States of the Union, The 
African is an inferior being, differently organized from 
the -white man, with wool instead of hair on his head. 
The Negro is incapable of self-government, as proven by 
his universal ignorance and barbarism, though ever in 
contact with civilized nations, for five thousand years. 
He has never advanced one step except as a slave to 
white man,7 
The some idea is borne out by a daughter of a slave holder in a 
statement regarding Negro education before i860. She said, "No, 
niggers couldn't be educated. All they covild learn was how to 
make shoes and harness and how to do blacksmithing,"8 As late as 
i860, the Democratic State Convention included in its platform re­
garding the colored race the following resolution; 
Resolved; that the government was founded for the 
benefit of the white race, that political power was placed 
exclusively in the hands (of people) of Caucasian origin, 
that experience has taught these self-evident truths, that 
the enforced equality of the African and European tends 
not to the elevation of the Negro but to the degradation 
of the white man, and that the present relation of the 
blacks and whites in the South constitutes the only true, 
natural and harmonious relationship in which the otherwise 
antagonistic races can live together and achieve mutual 
happiness and destiny; that we view with undisguised aver­
sion and with a determined resolution to resist the de­
signs openly proclaimed by the leaders of sectionalism in 
the North, "to abolish these distinctions of races,— 
peaceably, if we can; forcibly, if we must," We regard any 
effort by the Black Republican party to disturb the happily 
existing subordinate condition of the Negro race on the 
South as violative of the organic act guaranteeing the su­
premacy of the white race, and any political action which 
proposes to invest Negroes with equal social and political 




wise and -wholesome distinctions of nature which all ex­
perience teaches were established to insure the prosperity 
and happiness of each race.9 
In spite of these efforts to keep the Negro in intellectual 
darkness before I860, his mind was not inactive, nor was it entirely 
neglected. Children, clergymen, and some masters kept the slave's in­
tellect awake, prepared it for development and sometimes actually 
taught the slaves and their children, 
A resident of this county who was a child during the Civil War 
remembers that, "Negroes had sections in the white churches before the 
war and some of the slaves were anxious to learn, and learned rapidly. 
We always tried to teach the little Negroes who we claimed as our 
slaves. We often played with them and they learned from us,"10 
Dr. Davis statest 
Bartlett Blount, a former slave, remembers the Civil 
War well. His mother was cook on a plantation and the 
little Negroes were allowed to go in the kitchen where their 
mother worked. The white children would play school with 
the slave children and would let them see their school 
books, Bartlett said the little "white children would come 
home from school and show the little Negroes pictures and 
learn them to read and spell. 1 
A son of Bartlett's master verified Bartlett*s statement as followst 
Up to the Civil War Negroes were allowed to go to 
the same church with the white folk. Often white preachers 
preached to Negro congregations. Each of us white children 
was allowed to claim certain slaves as our own.. Each of us 
tried to teach our slaves. Ify- brother studied his lessons 
at school and at night would teach Henry, his slave. Henry 
learned rapidly, and, after the War, was elected assessor 
of Tfeshington County, After he had served the term of 
office, he ms elected marshal of the town of Brenham, ̂  
"ibid. 
!Olnterview with J. B. Jones, June 23, I9I48. 
1^Davis, op. cit. , p. 26. 
^Ibid. 
The fact is there was no formal education for Negroes in 
Texas as a whole before the Civil War and that all efforts were 
made to inhibit Negroes learning to read and write. The Negroes, 
however, were anxious and eager to learn. The writer is not able 
to cite any specific case in Walker County but has stated facts per­
tinent to East Texas of which Walker County is part. It seems only 
reasonable to deduce that, since Walker County had more Negroes than 
white, some of the things common to Texas as a whole and to East 
Texas in particular must be true of Walker County, Dr. Eby states in 
his book, Development of Education in Texas, that the state census 
of 1850 showed 397 free Negroes in Texas, twenty in school and fifty-
eight adults unable to read. The I860 census shows that there were 
355 free Negroes in Texas, eleven in school and sixty-two adults un­
able to read,^ A letter addressed to the writer from Dr. Eby on 
June 25, 191+8* states that no definite location of these free Negroes 
can be found. 
Freedman Schools 
While the period preceding the Civil War produced no statis­
tical record of education for Negroes, the period immediately follow­
ing the war was as dark. After the war the Texas whites had but very 
little interest in the Negro at all and proved hostile to any attempts 
to advance him culturally or to enlighten him in any way. 
Since this was tine of the Texas citizens, northern white 
1;'l3by, Frederick, The Development of Education in Texas, p. 263. 
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people first assumed the responsibility of teaching the free Negro 
and providing educational opportunities for him. These northern 
whites fol lowed the Union Army and taught the Negro in every way 
possible, both as missionaries and as school teachers, Eby sayst 
"The Negroes were eager for instruction and received every oppor­
tunity for learning with enthusiasm. At the close of the war they 
went to groves, churches on Sundays, week days and nights to attend 
impromptu schools which sprang up." 
After the war schools were organized by the Freedman's Bureau 
under the management of E. M. Gregory for Negroes in Texas. The 
Freedman's Bureau schools can be traced to Walker County; records 
show that there were at least two such schools in the county. Ac­
cording to Dr. Eby, the first efforts were made to establish these 
schools in the plantations on student-pay basis; but these schools 
failed, possibly because the Negroes were not able to pay. The 
schools were then moved to towns and operated as free schools with 
donations from churches and individuals. 
As was stated above, there were two such schools in Walker 
County. The first of these was held in the Saint James Methodist 
Church.*5 This church was the first public meeting place for Ne­
groes in the county. It was provided for the colored people of 
Huntsville by a French Merchant who was living on the same tract of 
•^Ibid., p. 265. 
•^Interview with Kimble Watkins, May, 19^8, attested by Dr. 
J. L. Clark. Williams, David, History of Saint James Church, un­
published. 
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land then known as the Corte (Co ta) residence. Corte gave this 
as a general meeting place for the colored people; it was originally 
known as the Union church. It housed all church activities and the 
school as there was no division of denominations. 
The schools held in the church were taught by white people 
from the north. ̂  Some of the first teachers were Miss Texana Snow, 
Miss Lizzie Stone, Brown, Ausborn, and James.^ David 'Williams, in 
his history of Saint James Chtirch, names as the teachers of this 
school; Miss Lizzie Stone, Ausborn, James, Texana Snow, (Brown), 
all white teachers, and Jacob F. Cozier, 0. A. C. Todd, Akers and 
Mrs. Mollie Flood—all colored teachers,^ Kimble Watkins, the 
father of Mrs. Pauline Watkins Campbell, a resident of Walker County, 
remembers Miss Lizzie Stone as one of his white teachers. He also 
19 mentioned Cozier, but did not say whether he was white or colored. 
Watkins is apparently a very intelligent gentleman and would perhaps 
be able to give a detailed discussion of the school if his hearing 
were not badly impaired. These three sources of information on the 
Freedman's school held at the Saint James Church is collaborated by 
Kimble Watkins, together with J. L. Clark, Director of Social 
Sciences and Professor of History at Sam Houston State Teachers 
College. 
l6Ibid. 
•^Hayman, Bettie, A Short History of the Uegro of Walker County, 
(unpublished), p. 18. 
-I p 
' "Williams, op. oit., p. 6. 
Interview with Kimble Watkins, June 30, "•« 
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In addition to these Freedman's schools, others were estab­
lished by local citizens who wished to aid Negro education. One 
such citizen was Colonel C. W. Grant. This was the second Freedman's 
school mentioned in the foregoing material. Colonel Grant had large 
land-holdings and was one of the county's first philanthropists. He 
not only sold land to former slaves at reduced prices, but donated to 
20 
them a two story building with grounds for school purposes. This 
school was supported by the Freedman's Bureau for several years. 
Dr. E. Williams, a Quaker from Ohio, was employed to teach the school 
from 1873 to 1879« Dr. Williams then left and the school was without 
a teacher for four years. In 1883, David Williams was employed. He 
was a young Negro man with a third grade teacher's certificate which 
he earned by talcing the county examination,^! 
A third school of note was operated in Walker County just 
out of the present city limits of Huntsville on Highway 75-North 
on a tract of land which included the present city golf course and 
the home sites of some of Huntsville's most prominent white citizens. 
This school was known as the Bishop Waid Normal and Collegiate Insti­
tute, and was a private corporation. No mention is made of the build­
ings, but the purchase of the land was made in 1833. The elementary 
Negro public school of Huntsville moved to the college in 1883, and 
at one time the school had eight teachers and an enrollment of two 
hundred students. It was divided into primary, intermediate, and ad-
Hayman, op. cit., p. 19• 
^*Ibid., attest Dr. J. L. Clark, 
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vanced departments. 
After successful operation for two years misfortune befell 
the institution. The president, C. W. Porter, was accused of abs­
conding with all the funds he had collected and the Bishop Ward 
Normal and Collegiate Institute ceased to operate.^ Because of 
default in payments, on January 26, 1885, the property reverted to 
the original owners. 
All authors agree on the attitude of most southern whites 
toward Negro education. Southerners were generally skeptical and 
looked with extreme disfavor on the white people who came from 
the North to teach Negroes. These white teachers were insulted, 
ostracized, and harassed. Many were forced to leave their positions 
T 
under threat of bodily injury. Eby says that in some places in the 
state, the school houses or buildings were burned. However, TO 
have no record of any such happening in Walker County, Mention is 
made of one Walker County woman who taught Negroes for a few years. 
She wg.s censured just as were the northern whites, but she was the 
widow of a Civil War veteran, badly in need of work, hence, paid no 
2-5 attention to the criticisms. Her example was not generally followed, -
In spite of these adverse incidents, the freedmen in Walker County 
showed an eagerness to make progress as citizens. Many of them 
worked during the.day and attended classes at night, 
22 Ibid., p. 20. 
^- Ibid., p. 18. 
^Wilson, C, W.f The Negro in Walker County, p. 6, (sui unpublish­
ed manuscript in Estil Library. 
CHAPTER IV 
PUBLIC PROVISIONS FOR EDUCATION FOR NEGROES IN MIXER COUNTY 
Early Legislative Provisions 
$ 
T lere could, be no special laws for Walker County in connec­
tion with educational development} therefore, before beginning the 
discussion of public provision for Negro education in Walker County 
it seems fitting and proper to review briefly the legal basis for 
Texas education in general* A study of any phase of education 
must include consideration of the1 educational laws of the state, 
the conditions stimulating their origin and the extent of their 
effectiveness. This brief review of the educational laws of the 
state will form the foundation for a discussion of growth and develop­
ment of education for Negroes in Walker County, 
As early as 1829 Texas secured a law from the Government of 
Mexico making provisions for "a school of mutual insturetion.""'' 
The next year a law was passed providing for temporary free 
schools.^ So it can be seen that as early as 1830 Texas had a law 
providing for free schools, but it was not until after the Civil 
War that Negroes were considered in the public provisions for educa­
tion. The writer, therefore, will limit this discussion to provi­
sions made for public education since I865, except for the establish­
ment of the school fund in 185^, In 1839 "the Congress of the Repub-
^Gammel, H. P. N., Laws of Texas, I, p. 237. 
2Ibid., p. 258. 
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1- appropriated fifty leagues^ of land for a state University, 
and three leagues to each county for schools;^ and by legislative 
enactment in 18l;.0 an additional league of land was added to each 
county grant.By the end of 181x0 nearly three million acres of 
land had been by law set aside for schools. These lands were ap­
propriated before Texas joined the union, but it was not until 
I85L1 that specific legislation was passed providing for free public 
education. This law provided for the distribution, pro rata, of 
the interest of the school fund in the various counties, and the 
money be applied to the payment of tuition of indigent children 
(white). This law provided for the establishment of the district 
system, but failure of local officials to perform their duties 
caused the system to fail. 
On August 29, I856 the legislature passed a law supplemen­
tary to and amendatory of the law of 185^1. This law abolished the 
district system and combined the General School Fund, the Special 
School Fund, and the interest from United States bonds, creating 
what has since been known as the "school fund."^ The period between 
the enactment of this law and the outbreak of the Civil War was too 
short to determine the efficiency of the system. 
Before the outbreak of the Civil War, the law of 1888 was 
passed. This law supplemented the law of 1856 and amended certain 
^A league of land contains h ,1x28,1; acres. 
^'Gamrael, E. P. N., Laws of Texas, II, pp. 13h-35» 
5Ibid., p. 321. 
^General Laws of Texas, Sixth Legislature, I856, pp. 107-108* 
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provisions of it, Undor this law the School Fund was to be appor­
tioned among children of school age; the county treasurer was made 
ex-officio superintendent of schools; and more adequate provision 
for the operation of public schools was made in the form of teachers' 
reports to the County Court with respect to number of patrons, 
number of pupils and the amount of money paid by patrons for tuition 
of pupils. Under this act the state treasurer, ex-officio superin­
tendent of schools, would distribute to the several counties the 
amount each was entitled to and make annual reports to the Governor 
with respect to condition of the School Fund and education in general. 
The instructions and forms for the use of school officers made the 
law more effective than either the law of 185li or 1856, ̂  
The period between 1861 and I88I4 is known as the period of 
uncertainty in educational legislation,^ The systems of public 
schools provided for in the laws of I85U, 1886 and 1858 were never 
put into full operation, and the school fund which had increased to 
nearly two and a quarter million dollars by 185U, was diverted to 
purposes other than education at the outbreak of the war. After 
1861 no funds were appropriated from the State Treasury for the 
support of the school system. 
After the war, interest in educational legislation was re­
sumed, and much was attempted in en effort to provide a public free 
school system. The constitution of 1866 reaffirmed the constitution 
7Ibid., pp. 121-27. 
g 
Davis, William R., The Development and Present Status of 
Uegro Education in East Texas, p. ^ 
of I8J45 and. set apart every alternate section of railroad land for 
school purposes.-' It provided for a public school system to be 
supported by funds derived from lands and other property. These 
funds "and the income derived therefrom, shall be a perpetual fund 
exclusively for the education of all the white scholastic inhabi­
tants of the state."133 It will be seen from this quotation that 
the first provision for public education in Texas after the Civil 
War did not include the Negro. However, section seven of article 
ten of the same constitution stated that the Legislature may provide 
for the levying of tax for educational purposes. This section made 
the first reference to provisions for Negro education in Texas. It 
stated that the sum of taxes "collected from Africans or persons of 
African descent, shall be exclusively appropriated for the main­
tenance of a system of public schools for Africans and their children; 
and it shall be the duty of the Legislattire to encourage schools 
among these people."13 Governor Throckmorton, in his message to the 
Legislature, on October 31* 1866, recommended that 
the State taxes or a portion thereof that may be collected 
from freedmen, be relinquished to the counties with direc­
tions to the police courts that the same shall be applied 
to schools for the benefit of persons of color. These 
people are among us, and are to remain, life can promote 
our own welfare in contributing to their intelligence by 
such means as are at our command. It is the desire of the 
people of Texas' that the legislation of the country shall 
^Gammel, H. P. N., Laws of Texas, Y, p. 882. 
10lbid. 
11Ibid., pp. 883-88lt.. 
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be as to promote the improvement and usefulness of 
these people, and at the same time tend to secure their 
conficence, and induce them to rely upon us for the ad­
vice and protection necessary to their property,12 
By legislative enactment approved November 12, 1866 the police 
court was made the board of school commissioners for the county; this 
board was to form the county into districts, distribute funds into 
the districts, and appoint a county board of examiners. District 
elections, under direction of the county judge, were to be held to 
elect trustees. Under this act the assessor and collector of each 
county in the state was required to make out a list of all white 
children of his county, between the ages of eight and eighteen 
years. Nothing was said in this act about making a list of colored 
scholastics.1^ 
In 1869 the Radical Constitution was adopted. Article nine 
of this instrument provided for the support and maintenance of a 
system of public free schools for all children between the ages of 
six and eighteen. This system was to be uniform throughout the 
state, supervised by a stiperintendent of public instruction elected 
by the people. It also provided for a compulsory attendance law re­
quiring all children to attend school at least four months each 
year. It provided for a public school fund, and the Legislature was 
required to set aside for the benefit of public schools, one-fourth 
of the annual revenue derivable from general taxation,1-! This con-
^Journal of the H0uSe of Representatives, Eleventh legisla­
ture, 1866, p. 795-96. 
General Laws of Texas, Eleventh Legislature, 1866, p. 170-7h» 
^!Davis, op. cit., p. 12, 
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stitution was practically without effect, in so far as rendering 
educational aid to the people of Texas was concerned# The laws 
of 1870-71 attempted to provide for a system of taxation to carry 
out the provisions of the constitution but the citizens of Texas 
objected to the laws as unreasonable and unjust. Many people be­
lieved, and expressed the belief, that the education to be a pri­
vate duty devolved upon the parent by God and that the parent had 
the same right to control his children. 
In I876 the present constitution -was adopted.'" This marks 
the beginning of a state public school system for Texas. However, 
because of resentment to the radical constitution of I869, publio 
education was greatly handicapped. Under this new constitution 
the office of state superintendent was abolished and a State Board 
of Education was provided for and given the duties of state superin­
tendent who became merely the secretary of the State Board of Edu­
cation, a practice carried on at the present time.The community 
system of schools provided for under the constitution became estab­
lished by law. This system consisted of voluntary yearly organiza­
tion of schools.^7 
Legislation for permanence and stability in educational 
growth took place between the years 18814-1905.The doctrine of 
''Chatfield and Sewell, Texas and the Nation, pp. 221-288. 
'^Davis, eg. cit., p. 16. 
^Gammel, H. P. N., Lews of Texas, VIII, pp. 1055-101+5* 
10 
Davis, op. cit., p. 17* 
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free public education became generally accepted during this period. 
The fact is that "the expressed sentiment in 187^ and the statement 
of 1 in regard to Public Free Schools are as differently flavored 
as though a new race had sprung up on Texas soil—educated under a 
new system and indoctrinated with different ideas—teaching a new 
philosophy of government."1-" 
In 188ii the office of State Superintendent was revived, and 
the available school fund was apportioned to the several counties 
according to scholastic population. In the distribution of there 
funds no discrimination was made between white and colored children, 
each race, receiving its share ac-ording to the scholastic census. 
It was made the duties of commissioners' courts of the various 
counties to divide the counties into regulations governing the elec­
tion and duties of district trustees, curriculum content, and the 
erection of the community schoolhouse constituted a considerable 
O0 
part of the legislation of 188l|. 
In 1887 legislative enactment permitted the commissioners' 
courts of the various counties to create the office of county super-
pi 
intendent, and in 1893 the Legislature provided for joint districts 
for whites and Negroes for the first time. This provision ordered 
practically equal terms for white and colored schools.^ By legisla­
tive enactment a textbook board was authorized in 1897» and a uniform 
19 ^Texas Review, July 1886. 
PCI Gammel, H. P. TT., Laws of Texas, IX, pp. 570-589# 
21Ibid., p. 92'lu 
22Ibid., X, p. 1+86. 
28 
selection of books was adopted for elementary schools.23 Provi­
sions were made in I897 for the setting aside of one hundred 
thousand a res of public lands for the endowment of a colored branch 
of the State University.2^' Probably the most important legislation 
relative to education for Negroes during this period was the act 
passed in May 189325 and in March 1895.26 Section fifty-eight of 
this law specifically outlines provisions for colored schools. 
This section statess 
White and colored children shall not be taught in 
the same schools, but impartial provision shall be made 
for both races. Three white trustees shall in all cases 
be elected for the control and management of the white 
schools of the district, and three colored trustees shall 
be elected for the control and management of the schools 
for colored children. The election for vhite and colored 
trustees shall be held at the same times and places, and 
the ballots cast for white trustees shall be deposited in 
a separate box from that used for the ballots cast for 
the colored trustees. . . .The returns shall show dis­
tinctly the separate votes for white and colored trustees. 
. . .The apportionment of the white and colored schools of 
each district shall be made in the following manner; the 
county superintendent upon the receipt of the certificate 
issued by the Board of Education for the State fund be­
longing to his county, shall apportion the same to the 
several school districts. . . .Within thirty days after 
said apportionment is made by the county superintendent 
of education, the white and colored trustees of such 
districts shall, if possible, agree upon a division of 
the funds of the district between the white and colored 
schools, and shall fix the terms for which the schools of 
t h e  d i s t r i c t  s h a l l  b e  m a i n t a i n e d  f o r  t h e  y e a r ,  . . .  
Ibid., p. 1292. 
2j-'lbid., p. 1202. 
25Ibid., X, p. £28. 
26Ibid.., p. 759. 
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Should said boards of trustees fail to agree upon a divi­
sion of the funds of the district or upon the length of 
term forj^ich the schools of the district shall be main-
tamed, they shall at once certify their disagreement to 
o„e coun.,y superintendent, who shall proceed to fix the 
school term of such district and declare the division of 
® s0*100* fuad of "the district between the white and 
colored schools therein, endeavoring, as far as practi­
cable, to provide for the schools of such district a 
school tem of the same length.2? 
But the law placing the management in the hands of a colored 
board did not last long. This law was amended March 15, I889 and 
provided for only three trustees to be elected in each district.28 
This soon resulted in a board of white trustees for both white and 
ITegro schools. By 190.5 the idea that public, education is a state 
function was generally accepted. This is indicated by the follow­
ing* 
Universal education is recognized as a paramount 
duty. Uewspaper press gives intelligent and effective 
support; party platforms incorporate public schools in 
the political creeds; State revenues are appropriated; 
local communities levy taxes and scarcely a murmur of dis­
sent is heard in opposition to the doctrine that "free 
government must stand or fall with free schools." Let me 
affirm with emphasis. . .that on universal education, on 
free schools, depends the prosperity of the country and 
the safety and perpetuity of the Republic, 29 
Factors Influencing Development of Uegro Education 
By 1905 educational growth had developed a permanent character, 
but there was still great need for the extension of educational ad-
2P Gamrael, H. P. ¥. , Laws of Texas, X, Supplement, Twenty-seventh 
Legislature, 1889, pp. 759-?^ 
28 Ibid. , Supplement, Twenty-sixth Legislature, 1899* P?» 
OQ 
'Curry, J. L« M. , quoted in the Fiftieth Biennial Report of the 
Superintendent of Public Instruction, Texas, 1905-1907* P» h. 
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vantages to a larger number of people. Therefore, it has been 
necessary to establish new legislation for the extension of educa­
tional opportunities from time to time. The problem of educational 
legislation at present is to broaden the influence of education so 
that the intellectual needs of the people may be mere adequately 
met. The period from 1905 to the present has had much new legisla­
tion enacted, broadening the states responsibilities with reference 
to the diffusion of education and' enlightenment among the people of 
the state. An act passed by the Twenty-ninth Legislature, April 15, 
1905, stated that 
every child in the State of scholastic age shall be per­
mitted to attend the free public schools . . . and all 
children, without regard to color . . . shall be en­
titled to the benefit of the public school fund.™ 
Most legislation passed during this period has had to do 
with appropriation of funds which extended not only elementary educa­
tion to a greater number of scholastics for longer terms, but expend­
ed the advantages of high school education to rural children. The 
community system was abolished and districts were organized in the 
counties on permanent basis. 
Early Public Schools of Y&lker County 
An attempt has been made to review discussions of legislation 
which had a direct influence on education for Negroes ii W e 
as a whole. Walker County would naturally be influenced by this legis-
5°Gammel, H. P. IT., laws of Texas, Supplement, Twenty-ninth 
legislature, p. 298, 1905* 
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lation, being a county in Texas and having more Negroes than 
•whites during the period discussed. (See Table l). It has been 
pointed out in a previous chapter that Walker County Negroes were 
recipients of educational aid from the Freedman's Bureau and had two 
such schools to its credit that seemed to flourish, the one held in 
the Saint James Church in Huntsville and the other in Grant's Colony 
School about six miles southeast of Huntsville. The Grant's Colory 
School was eventuall converted into a public school that still ex­
ists, but the school at Saint James Church was moved to the Bishop 
Ward Normal and Collegiate Institute in 1883. This school existed 
for two years and ceased to function when the people were exploited 
and their money taken by the president, who absconded in 1885« 
Therefore, public provision for education for Negroes in Walker 
County must have had its beginning shortly after 1808. 
The Freedman's system of education for Negroes went out of 
existence generally in Texas in 1870j however, we have evidence of 
Freedman supported schools in Walker County as late as 1383> and 
the final charity school going out in 1885 when the Bishop Ward 
Normal and Collegiate Institute went down. From 1885 to 1915 the re­
cords on public education were not kept in tact. The minutes of the 
School Board of Huntsville Independent School District are bound an 
one volume dating from 1915 to 1939* A consistent record of the 
common school districts of the county only dates back to 1928. how­
ever, a few minutes of the County Board were found dated in 1915 or 
31IIayman, Bettie, A Short History of the Nere-o of Walker County, 
(unpublished), p. 19* 
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there about. One record of teachers' registered certificates 
was dâ -ed in 1903 with two certificates being registered in 1906. 
The next record of certificate registration found was dated in 1917. 
Found in the County Superintendent's office, also, were seventy-
three original deeds dating back to I90I4. of grants of land given 
by individuals who gave from one to two acres of land for school 
purposes. One such deed was found, through an abstractor's office, 
on file in the County Clerk's office dated 1896. This was perhaps 
the first land set aside in Walker County for the expressed purpose 
of erecting and maintaining a colored school. Mo record of the 
erection of a building was found in these old records; schools were 
held in church houses or buildings erected for some purpose of im­
portance other than school. 
These records and deeds bring out the fact that Walker County 
operated under the community system up to 1911-1. The community sys­
tem was considered out of existence generally over Texas in 1905. 
Walker County seemed delinquent in abandoning any system of educa­
tion adopted as is evidenced by use of the Freedman system until 
I883, when it was generally abandoned in 1870, and again in using 
the community system until 19li| when it was discontinued in 1909. 
The community system was in use in Walker County f or a period of at 
least thirty years, therefore, it becomes fitting to discuss the 
community system and its relative activities in Walker County. 
The community system had its beginning in Texas in 1876 and 
-TO 
continued until 1905. This was a period of readjustment following 
32 
Davis, or. cit., p. 36. 
the Civil War and liberation of the slaves. Negroes were being 
taught in private schools by white teachers most of whom were 
from the "-orth. ihe attitude of the Negro toward learning" was 
gratifying to those who assumed the obligation to teach him. This 
is evidenced by a statement taken from missionary reports which 
statedf 
The outbursts of their (the Negroes') gladness, 
the crowding of the schools, and ihe persistent eager­
ness in learning to read, can never be effaced from the 
memories of those who witnessed thern.33 
This statement was made in regard to all freedmen, but regarding 
Texas freedmen, Alvord said in his Third Semi-Annual Reportt 
The freedmen from the first have been anxious 
for learning, and willing to make the necessary efforts 
to obtain it, . . ,As soon as the occupation by the 
national forces, and emancipation became a realized 
fact, the colored people began t o buy slates and primers, 
and to importune for schools. Popular opinion, however, 
was strongly opposed, and nothing was attempted beyond 
private instruction for some months. 
While the Negro was enthusiastically jubilanfc over his oppor­
tunities for learning as a freedman, his former master was equally 
bitter in opposition to Negro education and against whites teaching 
Negroes. Texas white people believed that teaching Negroes was an 
attempt to place them on a level with white people. As has been 
pointed out elsewhere in this study, vhite people who taught Negroes 
were ill-treated. This assertion may now be emphasized by stating 
^Nineteenth Report, American Missionary Association, p. 15. 
^Alvord, J. W., Third Semi-Annual Report on Schoolsjor 
Freedmen, Freedman's Bureau, January 1, 1 -7> P* 'J* 
3h 
that anyone -who taught "Negroes was persecuted, be he a Negro or 
white. Many buildings were burned in East Texas and teachers were 
driven out of the communities. This evidence was given by Mr. 
DeGress35 ^ho enumerated five buildings in East Texas that were burn­
ed, and told of teachers who were whipped and otherwise persecuted. 
He said, 
It is with great difficulty that houses can be 
procured for the colored schools in the State, on account 
of the great opposition to the education of the blacks, 
and it has been even more difficult to find persons will­
ing to teach such schools, as they have in all cases been 
ostracized from society. , , ,36 
In his report on conditions in Texas, Alvord in his Tenth Semi-
Annual Report stated that 
In a number of places where we could have had 
schools, we have been prevented from so doing by our 
teachers being driven away on reaching the place or 
shortly after opening school. One of our teachers in 
Henderson Coimty ... was stripped, covered with tar 
9-nd cotton, and let loose, and warned" to 1 eaVe' t'he 
place in two minutes. At the end of that time, he was 
assured, a volley of musketry would be fired at him. 
He fled at once. 
In certain localities there is a strong feeling 
against schools for colored people, though opposition 
u s u a l l y  a m o u n t s  o n l y  t o  a  r e f u s a l  t o  s e l l  l a n d  f o r  a  
school site, or declining to permit schools to be held 
in churches which have been turned over to colored 
people. 37 
The editor of Cranfill's History of Texas Baptists cites an example 
of a white man being killed who taught Negroes in Bastrop County, 
•7 C 
''DeGress, State Supt. of Public Instruction, Report to IT, S. 
Bureau of Education, pp. 350-351. 
36Ibid. 
^Cranfill, J. B., History of Texas Baptists, p. 3^1» 
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These conditions prevailed during the early part of the 
community system which had many defects at its best. No local 
taxes were levied, and the community had to be reorganized each 
year and consisted simply of a list of children of school age re­
siding in the same county and united under organization for one 
year only, for the purpose of receiving their pro rata of state and 
county school funds. The county judge had to appoint, on the first 
day of August, three trustees who could hold their office for one 
year only. There were no "metes and bounds" to a community, and, 
therefore, no local tax could be imposed.38 
Under this system education for Negroes was greatly handicapp­
ed. There was no central authority to sponsor the organization or 
schools, and the local "white population, being antagonistic to Negro 
education, assumed no obligation with reference to the organization 
of Negro schools. Another weakness of the system w&s the low stand­
ard of qualifications for teachers. A report to the State Board of 
Sducation in 1882 reveals that only Jl,6 percent of the white teachers 
had first grade certificates while only 7*7 p©r cent of colored 
teachers held first grade certificates.^9 
First Schools 
The community system was shown to be inefficient, also, in 
the lack of school buildings throughout the period. This lack of 
' JDavis, og_. cit., p. ill, 
59Ibid. 
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school buildings throughout the period was a handicap to Negro and 
•white education. Buildings were being rented in many East Texas 
communities as late as 1886. Walker County again brings ur the 
rear so far as the records for schools for Negroes is concerned. A 
certified copy of the first deed ever put on record in the county 
granting property for the maintenance of a Negro school is attached.'10 
This deed shows that in I896 Albert Hightower and his wife Philis 
(Negroes) deeded to the county judge and his successors in office 
one acre of land for use in establishing a schoolhouse for use of 
colored children. 
The story of Negro education in VIhiker County is told by old 
citizens, an old record book found occasionally which escaped the 
trash man and found its way into some office where it is now a priz­
ed relic. Education for Negroes in talker County during the communi­
ty system was not different from that generally described elsewhere 
in this study. There was little done by the public fostering Negro 
schools, and it was not until after the turn of the century that 
schools became prevalent. TJp to about 1905 most schools for Negroes 
were private schools supported by some church organization or private 
donations.'^ Schools were held in church hoijses and some school 
terms were only three months in length. There were usually petty 
quarrels between the school authorities and the church officials. 
Schools were often moved from one church to another because of these 
lio See Appendix A. 
^Interview with Mr. Ed Crawford and Mr. Richard Justice, June, 
19148. 
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quarrels and the condition of affairs was little conducive to learn-
ing. About the only facilities for writing were slates, and mny 
families could afford only one slate for several children. Some 
families could not afford a slate at all. Under the community sys­
tem, a school could be in a different place each year and some time 
several schools were organized in one community when teachers could 
be procured. 
There was one condition, however, that favored the organiza­
tion 01 Negro schools. Walker County had many plantations where the 
Negroes who lived and worked there were grouped in colonies. Men­
tion has been made of the Grant's colony and its school. There vera 
other plantations where large numbers of Negroes lived.^ There 
were the Lampkin, Calhoun, Eastham, Smither, Cunningham, Wynne, *+3 
Skelton, Fisher and other plantations where large numbers of Negroes 
had been slaves. These freedmen were offered the choice of either 
remaining on the plantation as tenants or day laborers, or of going 
out into the world to make their own way. Most of the Negroes were 
glad to remain with their former masters.-' •' These plantation colo­
nies made some type of school necessary and many small schools were 
organized. This system of community schools existed in Walker 
County as late as 1915« Negroes and whites had separate districts 
h2 ' Interview with Marcus Smith and J, L. Clark while visiting 
some of these old plantations. " 
h3 Visited by xvriter accompanied by J. L« Clark, Marcus Smith, 
& Mr, Goree, and a group of five persons (two professors) from Texas 
University, June, I9I18/ 
^•Hayman, op. cit., p. ll+. 
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organized annually for school purposes. Kimble IDatkins ms a dy­
namic figure in sponsoring Negro schools. He finally gave a school 
site on his farm because the school moved several times, and the 
Randalia School has been on his farm in its present location for 
fifty-nine years#' -' The school building is no longer used as it 
•was consolidated with the Sam Houston High School in 1930. Watkins 
did nob deed the land to the county in 1889, the y®0^ the school 
was put on his farm, but gave his consent and helped to build itj'^ 
The story of the Randalia School seems to be generally true of Negro 
schools in the county. Negroes who acquired land gave from one to 
two acres for school purposes. From I896 until 19lLjj sixty-two 
tracts of land were deeded to the county judge for school purposes,' ? 
These deeds are filed in the County Superintendent's office and show 
that all the school sites were given. lost of the deeds do not even 
i'8 
show the one dollar payment necessary to make the transaction legal. 
The first deed to show that a fee was paid was issued in 1922 by 
Lige Davison and wife DA la Davison in the ^alby community _o_ 
Falby school. 
Most of these original schools have long since gone out o-
existence, and the fact that they did operate is known to only a 
few of the older citizens. Many of these small schools started on 
their way out in 1916 when the first record of consolidation 
• -'Interview with Kimble Watkins, July, 19^-8. 
^6Ibid. 
'•^See Appendix B. 
k®See Appendix C. 
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county is discussed. Attached is the minutes of the County Board 
meeting for May 3, 1915.1® In these minutes the first mention of 
consolidation was the McGuire School with the Dodge School. The 
next mention of consolidation was the Colony School with the Cross 
Hill >-chool. In the last paragraph of the minutes the County Super­
intendent was instructed to investigate the conditions existing in 
Pleasant Grove and Tfest Spring Schools and make his recommendations 
for consolida :.on. Attached, also, is an agreement between the 
trustees of Districts number six and number two to establish a con­
solidated school. This written agreement was dated August 7, 1916. 
The teachers of the period up to 1917 were very poorly pre­
pared. The first record of registration of teachers' certificates 
was in 190f.50 According to this record forty-five Negro teachers' 
certificates were put on file. Of the forty-five, one ivas first 
grade, thirty-three were second grade, nine were third grade, and 
there was one diploma. One second grade certificate and the one 
diploma vrere issued by Prairie View; sixteen certificates were 
issued by the county and twenty-seven were issued by summer normals. 
i/ltlh the advent of consolidation, in 1915 the schools began 
to increase in size and reduce in number. Teachers were becoming 
conscious of the need for professional improvement as is evidenced 
ty the registration of Negro teachers' certificates in 1917» when 
eighty-six Negro teachers' certificates were put on file. Twelve 
ho 
See Appendix D. 
Record found in County Superintendent's office. 
ilO 
years after the first record of registry when only one first grade 
certificate was filed, there were seventeen permanent certificates, 
twelve first grade certificates, fifty second grade and only seven 
third grade certificates,51 
Even though the education program for Walker County began to 
show signs of progress in I915-I6, it was not until 1930 that Negro 
schools began to become active in development. The first move toward 
consolidation for improvement was made when several school districts 
were united with the Huntsvilie Independent School District and the 
exodus of the rural school to town began. 
In 1917 there had been some movements toward consolidation 
and enlarging the schools, but at that time there were no rural 
schools with more than one teacher, 52 This movement toward consoli­
dation was a.n attempt to stablilize the schools in a permanent loca­
tion and reduce the number of community quarrels. According to the 
minutes of May 3, 1915* "the County Board had just begun to function 
and assert itself with authority, 
Sam Houston Industrial Training School 
An honest attempt to improve Negro education in Vfalker County 
began with the return of Samuel W, Houston as a teacher. Samuel W« 
Houston was the son of Joshua Houston, who had been General Sam 
Houston's personal body guard, and was one among the first pupils in 
51Ibid. 
' Interview withEarnest Grover, July 6, 19U8, 
hi 
the Huntsville Negro schools. He attended Atlanta University, 
Atlanta, Georgia, and later was a student at Howard University, 
Washington, District of Columbia. After completing his work at 
Howard, Houston accepted a clerical position in Washington where 
he worked for five years, after which he visited his former home 
in Huntsville. While visiting his friends, he was persuaded to ac­
cept a position as teacher in a small country school. Thus began 
the teaching career of the one man who has done much for the devel­
opment of Negro education in Walker County. 
While teaching this school, Houston became deeply impressed 
with the great need of educational opportunities for his race. Being 
obsessed with the idea of bettering his people he signed a contract 
to teach a second year in the Gallilee community, seven miles west 
of Huntsville on Highway h5* 
The schoolhouse, where classes had been taught the previous 
year, was a mere "shack" made of scrap lumber carelessly put together 
without furnishings or equipment. Rather than teach in this "shack" 
Houston rented a church house, paying from his own salary of thirty-
five dollars per month, four dollars and fifty cents a month for its 
use. There arose some disagreement among the church people as to who 
should collect the rent, so Houston decided that other provisions 
would have to be made far a place in which to teach. With the help 
of the Negro trustees, he purchased an acre of ground and erected a 
building on it. The attendance the first year was more than eighty 
pupils. When the trustees offered to raise his salary the next year 
to forty-five dollars, he advised them to employ an assistant teacher 
k2 
instead. The Board took Houston's advice and employed an assistant 
teacher for twenty-two dollars and fifty cents a month. 
At the beginning of the third term, Houston applied for help 
from the Jeanes Fund to meet the great need for teaching home econom­
ics. He was granted three hundred dollars and employed a graduate 
from the home economics department of TUskegee Institute. The School 
Board purchased the equipment for teaching this new subject. The 
school was now three years old and had outgrown its facilities. So, 
in 1906, Houston decided to meet the demand for additional buildings 
and planned to campaign accordingly for assistance. Several white 
people made donations which raised the amount of funds to about six 
hundred dollars. He then obtained a loan of two hundred dollars. 
The patrons used their wagons to haul lumber and the pupils did the 
work in erecting three dormitories and two academic buildings. 
Through the succeeding years aid was received from the ^eanes 
Fund, the State Fund, and the General Education Board. Private dona­
tions were made by W. S. Gibbs, H. C. Meachum, Mil Hogg of Houston, 
and others. The titleto the property was in the name of the Hegro 
School Board of Trustees, but when aid was received from the General 
Education Board, the property was transferred to the County School 
Board, and the school was officially named Sam Houston Industrial 
Training School. 
VJhen Sam Houston Training School was at the height of its 
usefulness, it consisted of three dormitories and two academic build­
ings with a faculty of nine members. The banner attendance was about 
tour hundred students. In this number there were boys and 
h3 
from Trinity, Madison, Montgomery and other nearby counties, as 
well as boys and girls from all parts of Walker County and the 
elementary pupils of the Gallilee community. 
Due in part to lack of funds, and other causes, in 1930, 
this school was incorporated into the Huntsvilie Independent School 
District, All the high school pupils were taught in the Sam Houston 
High School of vhich Professor Houston became principal when the 
training school which bore his name was moved to town, Samuel W, 
Houston remained principal of the City High School, which was named 
for him., until his death in November, ltyh5* 
Sam Houston High School 
Little is known of the Sam Houston High School before 1930, 
and there are no records earlier than 1915» The minutes of the 
School Hoard for Huntsville Independent School District from 1915 
through 1939 were bound in one volume and were made available to 
the writer by the present Superintendent. These minutes give very 
little information on the Negro school. The only consistent infor­
mation on the ^egro school being that the Negro teachers vrere em­
ployed; some of the minutes stipulated the salaries while some did 
not. When sin inquiry was made about the development of the City 
school for Negroes no records could be found other than this bound 
"volume of minutes which left a period of thirty years without a re­
cord. 
One source of information related the story of the Bishop 
Ward Normal and Collegiate Institute of 1883-1885 and that the 
Huntsville school for Negroes was identified there. This school 
went out of existence in 1885, and there were no written records 
of what happened from that time to 1915, a period of thirty years. 
It was suggested by the City Superintendent, by Dr. J. L. Clark, 
and by other leading citizens that some of the old citizens be in­
terrogated. The list of persons interviewed included George Boone, 
a 1917 graduate of Prairie View, Uncle Bass Travis, who went to 
school in Huntsville sixty-one years ago, Aunt Georgia Ann Butler, 
who was a cook at Andrew Penal College which was established in 
1853 and disbanded about 1880. All these individuals are active 
and are still following some specific line of duty, Boone is apaper 
hanger and painter; Travis is a carpenter and building contractor; 
Mrs. Butler is a housewife who does all her work. All three have 
given their children advantage of some college training and have 
maintained an interest in schools, churches and public life in gen­
eral. 
The story of Negro schools as told by each individual was the 
same in almost every detail. The Sairt James Methodist Church housed 
the first school for Negroes and was used for a school longer than 
any other building before a permanent school building was obtained. 
After the close o^ the Bishop Ward Collegiate Institute the school 
moved back to the Saint James Church, It remained permanently at 
this church until about 1900, when the school began to shift from 
church to church or to any large room available. The school was held 
at least one year in what is now First Baptist Church, Bogersville 
Addition; another year it was held in the African Methodist Church on 
H5 
East End. There were no school equipment and school furniture; the 
buildings were described as having four walls made of boxing plank. 
Early teachers were Emlie Green and Sylvia Wilson. 
In 1908, the School Board secured from the Andrew Female 
College of the city a two story, four room building which was moved 
to the site of the present Sam Houston High School. This building 
had been used as a white school for some twenty-eight years as is 
evidenced by a historical marker and interpretations by Dr. J, L. 
Clark. The College was founded in 1353 and operated about twenty-
six years when it closed and this building was obtained by the 
School Board for the white public school. This was about 1880, and 
in 1908, the building was handed down to the colored people. 
Only three of the four rooms were used as class rooms; the 
fourth was used as a junk room. I'r. Boone was the only one of the 
three persons interviewed who was young enough to attend school in 
this building which he describes as a tall, shackley, leaning, old, 
unpainted building that had to be vacated when a rain came for fear 
of it falling on the oupils and teachers. There was no prescribed 
course of study, relates YT, Boone, and children went to school 
until-they got tired and quit or went to a normal. He stopped at­
tending this school in 19lL; and attended Prairie View where he 
found himself somewhat behind the other students in his class be­
cause of a lack of certain courses in his school or lack of advance­
ment in the studies offered. His class reached page seventy-nine m 
the algebra book and did not get beyond the introduction in geome^rj. 
Mr. Boone thinks now that his teachers did not know the subjects and 
1+6 
managed somehow to keep the students blinded. He tells of having 
to secure an oil lamp at Prairie View so he could study after the 
lights were out at nine thirty. This story was told to point out 
the weakness of the school at that time. 
The school was re-inforced and painted in I91I4.. In 1917 or 
1918, the first industrial building was erected, a home economics 
building consisting of two small rooms about ten by fourteen. An­
other teacher was added in 1918, and the home economics teacher 
me.de the total number of teachers five. The school remained like 
this until 1930. The first graduating class came out in 1918, Among 
some of the early graduates of this school we Dr. Mark Eanna Wat-
kins, about 1922, Mrs. 0. P. Thomas, formerly Miss Omelia Pounds, 
about 192l|., and Mrs. Pauline Watkins Campbell, about 1926. 
Salaries 
Very little can be said of salaries for Negro teachers prior 
to 191H, livery effort to find authentic information on salaries he-
fore that time was made by the writer, but the records found in the 
City Superintendent's office extended no further back than the 1915 
date, while the records in the County Superintendent's office extend 
no farther back than 1928. Statements on salaries will be quoted 
verbatim from the minutes of the School Board of the Huntsville In­
dependent School District. Quotations will be made only in cases 
^ere changes have been made in Negro teachers' salaries and the 
salaries of NQgro janitors for the schools. 
The first mention of a Ifegro teacher., salary „ nad, ^ 
the minutes dated July 12, 1915, ^ich statos! »B< p_ 
reelected as teacher of the colored school for next s.sslon at , 
salary of thirty-fly. dollars per month."® oth,r teachers must 
have been employed before this date because there is evidence of 
there being no less than three teachers in the school from 19085k 
to the present time. The minutes of July 12, 1915, mentioM 
dollars having been allowed Oavid Williams, Principal, for commence-
ment expenses. 
The next mention of salary is found in the mimtes dated 
January 11, 1916, which states; "it was moved, seconded and 
carried that the salary of B. F. Carter, an assistant in the 
colored schools, be raised to forty dollars per month, effective 
January 6, 1916." 
There was no other mention of Negro teachers' salaries until 
bay 17, 1917 when the following is recorded; 
The following teachers were elected for the color­
ed school for the coming session, to wit; (1) Dave 
Williams, Principal, at a salary of #50.00 per month; (2) 
B. Carter, at a salary of "I'O.OO per month; (3) Georgia 
: ouston, at a salary of 35.00 per month, and (i|.) Olivia 
Ash^ord, at a salary of #35*00 per month. Said teachers 
were employed for the regular term of eight and one-half 
calendar months.55 
53 Minutes of School Board, Huntsville Independent School 
is .rict, of July 12, 1915* with permission of Dr. Joseph R. Griggs, 
Superintendent of Schools. 
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. . mutes of School Board dated May 17 > 1917* p* 63, by per-
ssxon of Dr. Joseph K. Griggs, Superintendent, 
These minutes list four teachers instead of three. The 
minutes for July 10, 1916 records: "Olivia Ashford was then elected 
as an assistant teacher in the colored sohool for the session of 
1916-1917, at a salary of 35.00 per month, and the contract to run 
eight and one-half calendar months."56 Evidently the other three 
teachers had been elected at a previous meeting and this election 
provided the fourth teacher for the first time. 
On April 9, 1918, the minutes included: 
The Board also authorized a committee on build­
ings and grounds to install, in connection with the com­
mittee on course of stuc%r, courses in sewing and cooking 
at the colored school, it seeming that this could be 
done at an expense not exceeding flOO,00 for next year. 57 
These minutes collaborate information given the writer by 
George Boone in an inter view July 6, I9I18, 
On May 13, 1918, the School Board voted favorably on 
lengthening the school term for the colored school to nine months 
and to give the principal and teachers a raise of five dollars per 
month,58 January 15, 1917, the Board authorized the committee on 
buildings and grounds to look into certain complaints about needed 
repairs at colored school building and to make such improvements 
as the committee deemed necessary to the comfort of the teachers 
and student body there. 59 
56 
Ibid., p. 39, July 10, 1916. 
57 
Ibid., p. 91, April 9, 1918. 
58 
Ibid., p. 9I.1, May 13, 1918. 
" Ibid., p. 52, January 15, 1917* 
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At a meeting July 29, 1919, A. J. Maddox of Call, Texas was 
elected principal of the colored school at a salary of eighty dollars 
per month. His wife was elected home economics teacher at a salary 
60 of forty dollars per month. This eighty dollar salary was a sub­
stantial increase over the fifty-five dollars paid %ve Williams. 
Ho mention was made of Dave Williams resigning or why a new princi­
pal was elected. Evidently Mr. Maddox did not remain in his posi­
tion very long because the minutes of May 5» 1920 states: "All 
the teachers of the colored school were reelected, Principal Brandon 
to receive a raise of -10.00 in salary and the other colored teach­
ers to receive a raise of five dollars per month."^1 The total 
monthly salary was not quoted. 
The minutes of "November 8, 1920 contained this sentence: 
"The matter of a colored student who has graduated and is still in 
attendance at the colored school was discussed and the natter re-
ferred to Superintendent Green for whatever action he deemed proper. 
Ho further mention is made of the Negro teachers and. salane., 
in the volume of minutes until April 29, 1929 when a special meeting 
was called. The minutes for this meeting contained this paragraph: 
The following Negro faculty were retained: A. E. 
Taylor, salary £75.00; Adice Watkins, salary •:50.00; 
Ethel Thomas, salary ' 65.00) Elouise Wilson, salary _ 
£50.00; 0. P. Loui, salary $50.00. All the above salarn-
^Ibid., p. 127, July 29, 1919. 
6lIbid., p. 158, May 8, 1920. 
' '" Ibid., p. lk7, November 8, 1920. 
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es are based upon a nine month term.^ 
At a special meeting held May 28, 1931, the minutes contain 
the following paragraph on Negro teachers and their salaries; 
The following teachers (Negro) were employed for 
the coming year? S. V/. Houston, principal, $150.00 for 
eight months; Scott Johnson, shop, eight months, ^75.00; 
V. S. Hodge, home economics, eight months, f'75.00; R. L. 
Savannah, algebra, geometry, arithmetic, sixth and 
seventh grades, *65.00; Reha Lathers, English and history, 
sixth and seventh grades, .*60.00; Verta McKinney, Spanish 
and sixth and seventh grade work, 660.00; Omelia Loui, 
third and fourth grades, $60.00, eight months as for all 
of the others. Libbie Mickels, Cumberland, six months, 
salary '65.00; Ora Hightoiver, C0tton Creek, six months, 
55.00; Susie Grumbles, Cotton Creek, six months, ' 1+5.00; 
Mrs. Scott Johnson, Gal.lilee, seven months, 660.00; 
Folora Mc"Wright, Gallilae, seven months, '"'60.00. 
The next minutes which recorded election of Negro teachers 
and their salaries were dated iky 26, 1936 and included; 
S. W. Houston 6135.00 
Scott E. Johnson 75.00 
M. S. Frasier 60.00 
J. W. Southern 60.00 
Alma A. Oaks 60.00 
Florence G. Chretien 60.00 
Bessie A. Sheffield 60.00 
Cecile G. Crawford ii5.oo 
Ethel M. Johnson Gallilee - 60.00 
Odessa Holt Gallilee 60.00 
Ora Wiley Cotton Creek 1*5.00 
Thelma Pemilton Cotton Creek 1+5.00 
Libbie Mickel Climber land 60.00 
Omelia P. Thomas 50.00 
The following janitors were recommended and approved by the 
Board; 
-Ibid., P. 252, April 29, 1929. 
^Tbid. , p. 318, May 28, 1931. 
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Robert Moten 00 
LeonKoten Voo 
Wallace Simms 20 00 
John H. White - 1^00^5 
This record for 1936 showed a slight reduction in all teach­
ers' salaries from 1931, except that for the shop teaoher and the 
two teachers at Sallilee. No roason for this reduction is mentioned. 
It is also noticeable here that one of the janitors received more 
pay than four teachers, as much pay as eight teachers. These jani­
tors were colored, and the Board still maintains the practice of 
employing all colored janitors for the entire school system. 
The salaries listed above remained constant until 1938 when 
the home economics teacher received one hundred dollars per month; 
the coach received seventy-five dollars per monthj and no teacher 
received less than fifty dollars per month. Four teachers received 
fifty dollars per month; eight teaohers received sixty dollars per 
month; tiro teachers received seventy-five dollars per month; and the 
principal received one hundred thirty-five dollars per month. ̂  
The salaries did not change before 191*1, and since 19^1 the 
salary trend for both the Huntsville Independent School District and 
Walker County Common School Districts is described in the report of 
the Gilmer-Aikens committee of Walker County which follows. 
Table II shows the ranges of salaries paid to white and lierro 
teachers of the Huntsville Independent School District and the Walker 
County Common School District. 
65Ibid., p. 399, May 26, 1936. 
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Salaries for olassroom teachers of Runtsv<lie 
Independent Sohool District are determined by state aid 
salary schedule. Range *2007 to $2880 la shown. Per 
special teachers such as band direotor, choral club di­
rector, vocational agriculture, bomenalclrg, nurse,ele­
mentary, junior high and sonlor high principals and su­
perintendent, salaries range from $2000 to '6600, 
The above figures are for white sohools. In the 
Negro schools the salaries for teachers range fror. 
*1211 to '2300. For special teachers in Negro schools, 
such as homemaking, vocational agriculture and >rinci-»al, 
salaries range from ' 3105 to $39H) per year. 
In the year 19l'0—is 1 the total salary received by 
white teachers of Huntsvi lie Independent Sohool District 
was '66,100. There were forty teachers with an averse® 
salary per year o^" "1652,50, To get a living cost index 
$1652.50 is divided by 165 which gives a quotient of 
10,01, The yoar 19^7-^8 the total salary received by 
white teachers of Huntsville Independent Sohool District 
was l!'7,-'i05.32. There were fifty-throe white teac" crs. 
The average salary per yoar is 2781.23. To ~et a 1'vin" 
oost index ^2781.23 is divided by 166 whioh given a quo­
tient of 16,85? 16.85 minus '10,01 shows an increase in 
the livin cost index of $6,8/4, 
The Negro teachers in 19l'0-i>l received from the 
Huntsvilie Independent School District *9688,00, There 
were seventeen teachers. The average salary per year was 
*569.70. To get a cost of living index *56?. 70 is divid­
ed by 165 which -*^ves a quotient of '3»'»5. 1" 19l<7-/'3 
Negro teachers received 81,256.38 from the Nunt-sville In­
dependent Sohool Distriot. There were thirty-three teaoh-
ers and an average salary per year of '2Ji66,31. The cost 
of living index was •"'l/j.9/', en increase over the 19'i0-lil 
index of *11.19. 
There is a single salary schedule tbrou^iout the 
Huntsville Independent School Distriot and the vralkor 
County Districts. Si ok leave in the Runtrville Independent 
School Distriot is five days per year and it aocumilatlva. 
In 19lt0-!;l there were thirty-four white teachers in 
7?alker County Common School District. The total salary re­
ceived was *27,51:7. The average salary was *810,29; ^ 
c o s t  o "  l i v i n g  i n d e x  w a s  "  . 9 1 *  I n  l S V - l . S  t h e r e  w e r e  s a ­
teen white teachers in the county schools. The total 
salary received was *37,115. The average annual salary was 
§2319. £8. The cost of living index was *111.05 whioh was 
an increase over i9l1O-i.il of ^9.ll~« 
In 19U0-1:1 there were thirty-seven Negro teachers 
in the county schools. The total salary received was 
•''19,990. The average annual salary was *1)32. 16. The 
cost of living index was §2.61. In 191+7—Jj.8 there were 
thirty Negro teachers. The total salary was ^27,816. 
The average annual salary was '"929.20. The cost of 
living index was §5.£2 which was an increase over 19^)0— 
1,1 of "''3. 01. 
The committee recommends at least '200 per year 
more above the state salary schedule for each teacher.^7 
& 
Supervision 
The schools of Texas have always been confronted with the 
68 problem of inadequate supervision. This statement was made by 
Dr. Davis while he was making a study of Negro education in East 
Texas, and he attributes the lack of interest in supervision to op­
position developed during the radical regime. Nhile supervision of 
public instruction in Texas as a whole has not received the full 
support of public sentiment, Negro education has received less atten­
tion from the standpoint of supervision than Texas education as a 
whole.® Much of the supervision of rural schools has been left en­
tirely to the County Superintendent, who, because of numerous admin­
istrative duties has been unable to look after supervisor, \ ark to 
any great extent. The greatest amount of supervision given .egro 
^Report of Gi Imer-Aikens Committee for T'alker County, July, 
19i-i-8, with permission of Mrs. Mar3orie Oliphant, County Super < -
dent and Chairman of committee. 
68 "Davis, op. cit., p. 75* 
®Ibid., p. 77. 
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schools by a county superintendent is office supervision. Dr. 
D&vi s s"b&"fc6S8 
The supervision of Negro schools, therefore 
•which a county superintendent can give from his ' 
office is very limited and cannot prevent many evils 
of which the Negroes are victims at the hand? of lo­
cal trustees. Unscrupulous trustees often exploit 
Negro teachers to their own personal advantage. The 
Negroes are helpless in handling the situation them­
selves. Their schools are under management of white 
boards of trustees and are supervised by white count-
superintendents whose tine is so taken up by other " 
natters that they can give little attention to the 
Negro schools.'0 
One of the great evils of the lack of Negro school supervi­
sion is the misuse of scholastic apportionment. Only sixty-four 
and six-tenths percent of state apportionment is used for Negro 
teachers' salaries in forty-six East Texas counties.?1 Walker 
County used only forty percent of state apportionment for Negro 
scholastics for Negro teachers' salaries. The amount added locally 
was not counted in arriving for these figures.72 Supervision for 
Negro schools was improved with the addition of Jeanes supervisors 
in 1919. 
Walker County had its first Jeanes supervisor in 192? under 
County Superintendent Bettie Mitchell, who recommended to the County 
School Board the employment of the Jeanes supervisor. The members 
of the Board were not enthusiastic about the idea, but were willing 
to try the experiment and employed Lola Ann Brown. - The consoli-
70ibid., p. 78. 
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dation prolan with the Huntsville Independent school District wa8 
begun in 1929, consequently the County noard thou^t th# nervic88 
of the Jeanes supervisor was no longer needed and declined to re­
elect her a+ *-hat time.?-': Walker County v/as without a Jeanes super­
visor until 193^4, at which time Grace Abernathy v/as employed. Miss 
Abernathy remained in this position until 1936 when she was suc­
ceeded by Miss Estelle Jordan. 
The Jeanes supervisor assisted teachers in proving their 
instruction, encouraged improvnent in teacher training and helped to 
promote good-will toward the schools through the organization of 
Parent-Teacher clubs. The curriculum was enriohed by the addition 
of some industrial work for the pupils. An attempt v/as made to 
beautify the schools' premises and to improve the needed equipment 
for a good school program. 
In 19^16 Mrs. Pauline Watkins Campbell was employed in the 
dual capacity of supervisor of schools in common school districts 
and supervisor of schools in the Huntsville Independent School Dis­
trict. Mrs. Campbell began immediately an evaluation program and to 
encourage professional growth and improvement of teachers. Her goals 
were set up for better trained teacher personnel, improvement of 
school plants, libraries, and finally a program of accreditation of 
schools. Mrs. Campbell worked with so much zeal and enthusiasm that 
the School Boards, County and City together with the superintendents 
saw the need of more supervision. In September, 19^47, ^rs. 'arie T. 
7ij;lbid. 
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Williams was enployed as supervisor of schools in the common school 
districts, and Mrs. Campbell was assigned as full time supervisor 
of Negro education in the Huntsville Independent School District. 
Through the combined efforts of these two supervisors interest in 
Negro education has increased. More than eighty-five percent of the 
teachers of the county are attending summer school with a majority 
doing graduate work. During the two years this supervision has been 
in action, all schools are advancing toward accreditation and in 
some instances teachers' salaries have more than doubled. The quali­
ty of this work will be reflected in the caliber of students turned 
out by the school, and it is apparent that final culmination of 
efforts will be a realization within a short period of time. 
Consolidation 
The consolidation program for actual improvement of public 
education for Negroes began properly in 1930, under the superinten-
dency of Dr. C, N. Shaver. The Sam Houston Training School, Gallilee, 
the Cumberland, Mosely Grove, Cotton Creek, and Randalia schools were 
consolidated with the Huntsville Independent School and made a part 
of Sam Houston High School. This consolidation increased the scho­
lastic enumeration from ij.00 to 600, The school population continued 
to increase gradually after 1930 as families moved from rural dis­
tricts to Huntsville. This movement from rural Walker County into 
Huntsville was among tenants who moved off the land when landlords be-
gan to change from crop farming to livestock farning.75 
This exodus into Huntsville continued until I9I4Os it became 
necessary to bring in more rural schools. The Phelps, Sand Hill, 
Ollie Hill and Colony schools were consolidated with the Huntsville 
Independent School District and combined with Sam Houston High 
School. The allilee, Phelps and Colony schools maintain the ele­
mentary grades, one through six. The Gallilee School maintains two 
teachers; the Phelps and Colony schools maintain one teacher each. 
There are five rural schools and two city schools for Negroes in the 
Huntsville Independent School District with a combined scholastic 
enumeration of ll+X)0.76 Scott E. Johnson is the executive head of 
Negro schools in the District, and his greatest problem is keeping 
the school plant enlarged rapidly enough to accommodate the school 
population. 
Transportation was a great problem for the colored schools 
until the coming of Dr. Joseph R, Griggs as superintendent in 19ll5« 
Until Dr. Griggs was employed as superintendent, one dilapidated 
school bus had to be depended upon to transport more than two hundred 
Negro school children who were able to attend school about fifty per­
cent of the time, because of the poor transportation. In 191+5 Dr. 
Griggs came to Huntsville as school superintendent; Sam W. Houston 
passed and Scott E. Johnson was elevated to the principalship of 
colored schools. Johnson had driven that one worn out bus all the 
^Bulletin, Huntsville and Walker County Chamber of '•'ommerce, 
191+7. 
•76 This number varies from year to year. 
years and knew "the transportation problem. Today there are four 
busses transporting Negro children. Two of the buses were purchas­
ed new in 19i-!7» and the transportation system for the sam Houston 
High School certainly reflects credit to the present administration. 
Within the last three years, two buildings have been added to the 
Sam Houston plant, and at present an additional building, which will 
contain three classrooms, is under construction as well as a modern 
gymnasium. The consolidation program has improved educational op­
portunities for Negroes in Walker County in that efforts may be con­
centrated at a central point, modern equipment and facilities are 
accessible, the teaching personnel is improved and grouped to the 





The Negro citizens of Yfelker County under the guidance and 
leadership of Sam Houston organized the Negro Chamber of Commerce 
in 1931. Houston had worked with the rural people of the county 
•while head of the Training School at Gallilee. T'o understood their 
problems and knew of their needs, and was still desirous of helping 
the rural people even thou^i he was now principal of the city sohool. 
The Chamber of Commerce brought the rural communities and the people 
living in the little city of Huntsville together in one oora.on oiti-
zenship with common problems# 1 After studying vegro problems and 
their needs it was discovered that Negro farm ownership in Vhlker 
County hit an all time low in 1930.'3 What the Negroes needed was 
supervision and technical advice for farm families. This service 
could be rendered by a county agent, but the county was without 
funds or was unwilling to match federal funds to be applied on a 
"Tegro county agent's salary. The county apportionment was twenty" 
five dollars per month. The State Extension leader, the late • 
Waller, was not willing to send an agent to walker County without a 
guarantee of at least two years employment. The "agro Shn her or 
Commerce raised six hundred dollars which was the county's shore for 
interview with Scott E. Johnson, Principal San Houston Hitfi 
school, July 11, I9I+8. 
2There were only 296 Negro farm owners in 1930 according to 
records in Chamber of Commerce office (whitt'\ 
two years, and K. H. Kalone was employed as County Agricultural 
Agent in 1932# 
Kalone had just graduated from Prairie View State College 
with a Bachelor of Science degree in agriculture. He states that 
his gratitude to the colored citizens of the county for raising the 
necessary funds to assure him a job for two years was keenly felt. 
His first act of service was to divide the county into twenty-two 
neighborhoods or rural communities. Then he began his work of con­
ducting helpful demonstrations in these subdivisions of the county 
five days each week. Malone assisted farmers and taught them through 
demonstrations in soil conservation, restoring and maintaining soil 
fertility, home improvement and beautification, tanning of leather 
and harness making. He organized a County Council with a sub-coun­
cil in each of the twenty-two communities. Through these councils 
pure-bred hogs were imported to the county, farm dairying was improv­
ed for home consumption of milk and butter, poultry raising for egg 
production was instituted, gardens flourished and food preservation 
became a chief occupation for the farm wives. Keat curing was en­
couraged and became so extensive that the county council finally 
leased and operated the cold storage plant in Huntsville for five 
years. 
In 1932 the Negroes of the county made a six hundred dollars 
investment. After two years this investment had paid off in better 
homes and a higher standard of living. In spite of the depression 
Negroes were improving their farms and were living we23 through 
their "live at home program" instituted by their county agon1". 
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much as Malone did for the people there was still need for more 
help and supervision; a Home Demonstration Agent was needed. The 
county again failed to supply the twenty-five dollars per month 
reimbursement necessary for employment of the home agent. The -'egro 
Chamber of Commerce met the emergency by raising the necessary funds 
•Por eighteen months. Ma lone had proven his services so invaluable 
that the county took over payment of its quota on his salary after 
two years. 
Miss Eugenia Woods was employed in 1931: as the first Home 
Demonstration Agent of Walker courrty. The depression was at a very 
high point and money was very scarce. What the families of Walker 
County needed was leadership of the type that would enable them to 
make use of the resources they possessed. The county agent and the 
home agent supplied that leadership. Negro farm owners began to in­
crease, their pantries were full of canned fruits and vegetables. 
There was plenty of milk, butter, eggs and cured meats; the invest­
ments made by the Negro Chamber of Commerce were paying dividends in 
higher standards of living. 
Another service rendered by County Agent Malone was the prop­
er execution of the government farm aid program under the Agricul­
tural Adjustment Act. Malone had full control over this program, for 
Negroes of Walker County and through his managerial ship Negroes were 
taught to file claims correctly and get all t ie. were e iti le 
der the program. Malone maintained three clerks in his office at one 
time to assist Negro farmers with the execution of their paper 
essary for active participation of all in the farm aid oro ram 
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the A. A. A. These clerks were paid with federal funds during the 
recovery period. After the decline of governmental arencies when 
clerks could no longer be paid with federal funds the vegro citi­
zens paid a secretary's salary for the county agent for two years. 
Through the leadership of the extension program personnel a 
very active N. Y. A. program was developed. The "egro citizens 
bought an acre of land and constructed a community building. This 
construction work was done with N, Y. A. labor. Another building 
was constructed on the sane acre of ground and used as a resident 
project for youths. A shop was equipped with government funds and 
a training center opened up for boys. At the sane time P. residert 
training center was opened up for girls. About ^orty youth benefit­
ed each training period from this program. 
Ma lone has held his position for sixteen years and is still 
actively engaged in teaching people to live better by producn-
the Tester oortion of that living at home. The home agents have . ' ° 
not been so Consistent in their tenure. Miss Eugenia Woods, the 
first home agent, remained four years and was succeeded by Mi ss Y+'ol 
Smith. Miss Smith remained two years and yielded the position to :.ss 
Elizabeth Merrill. After about ei#iteen months 1 iss "errJi'M resigned 
and Miss Thresa Parker was employed and holds the position at -resent. 
According to the latest census taken in the county by the 
Chamber of Commerce, Negro farm ownership hit an all time hi gh n 
191)2, just ten years after the employment of the county agent. Per­
sons who have benefited from this program fee] that some "T ac­
tive teaching has been done by those who pioneered in exte<- on won. 
A 
in Walker County. 
The Household H-^loyment Class 
During the sohool year 193p-1939» a Household Ht-p log-rout 
Class was organized for ?Tegro women in TJuntsville under superv'. sion 
of the Public School System. Thi3 class was organized and taught by 
I'rs. Lenora Heachum, Through th^s class t-,-ro hundred sixty-four • -
men received training which either qualified the::, for household «r-
ployment or made them more proficient if they were already employed. 
The class met in the evenings and was oomposed of cooks, i aids, 
laundresses, children nurses, and prospective household servants,? 
This course did much for the employer and erployee, When 
the class began, not a single employee had a health certificate. 
The teacher began immediately to stress health eduoat-on, and ono 
white physician donated his services. Before *he "las-, closed '' ero 
were ono hundred ninety-eight members of the olaos who had undergone 
physical examinations and had secured health cert; ".csjes. Th" 
hers of this class became the preferred ar.ployeoa in 'luntsville 
homes and for a time no one would hire a Hegro women withou* first 
consulting Urs. Meachum. 15ven though this class lasted or.ly one 
year, it made an impression that lingers nine yearr a n. cea. 
to exist. Irs I'eachum (now I'rs. Lcnoro loutier) ir still consulted 
by household employers of Huntsville. As hone economics ' lr. 
Sam Houston High School, LIrs. Ooutier assists many "egro wor.cn ant 
high school girls to find employment especially on part Mne ba- a. 
"?rom the files of LIrs. Ifcaohun who is now hcoe econoni 
teacher in the Sara Houston Hi gh School. 
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Both women and girls assist with serving parties, banquets and 
luncheons for the schools, churches, the Chamber of Cot-ere*, the 
Kiv/anis, Lions and Rotary cl\ibs. 
In. speaking o^ the class in Household Employment, several 
•white women collaborated the statement 
The course gave more dignity to the work of the 
domostio servant and caused than to be more interested 
in their work# ,fc can see a marked improvement in the 
work of our maids. They are learning to be cleaner 
and more efficient in every way. The training these 
employees get made the Negresses feel freer to tclk 
matters over with their employers intelligently.-
The response of the ladies who attended this showed that they 
were interested in improving their ability and to perform more ef­
ficiently the tasks they had assumed. The members of the class paid 
one-fourth of the teacher's salary and the State and Federal govern­
ment paid the other three-fourths. Many of the white ladies paid 
the fee for their cooks and maids.r In order to seoure the best re­
sults and most favorable response from both employer and employee, 
Mrs. Goutier made a survey form or questionnaire. This fori was 
filled out by both the white and colored women and enabled the teach­
er to serve both at points of their greatest needs. 
The C. C. C. Camp 
Just outside the city limits of Huntsvilie on "ligjiv.wy -event/-
^Statement made at an interracial meeting held at the katho­
de st Church (white) by Miss Mary Joe Poole, Maroh 21, 19'i8» 
• Interview with Mrs. Lenora Goutier, July 9» 19'i"» 
^See Appendix E. 
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five South was located a Conservation Camp of World War I veterans. 
The main objective of this camp was conservation of forestry, hut 
the men were taught classes in other fields as well. One course in 
particular that the writer was told about in an interview with Scott 
Johnson was a course in woodwork. This course operated for one year 
and was attended by eighty men. Scott E. Johnson was the teacher 
and received two dollars and fifty cents per hour, three hours per 
day, five days a week. I\"r. Johnson was the Industrial Arts teacher 
in Sam Houston High School at the same time and taught the carnn 
classes in the evenings.7 
national Defense and Food Production War Training 
The Wational Defense Program came to Walker County in 191)2 
under the general supervision of L. K, Westmorland, #10 was Voca­
tional Agriculture Teacher in the Huntsville High School (white) at 
that time. Application for funds with which to operate courses were 
made in all cases by the agriculture teacher. Usually the colored 
agriculture teacher made applications separate from the white, hut 
in the case of Walker County the white agriculture teacher handler! 
all applications and controlled all funds. 
The records for these courses have been lost through the 
changes in administration and the writer could only get information 
Interview with Scott Johnson, Principal Sam Houston High 
School. 
O 
Interview with L. K. Westmorland and Scott E. Johnson. 
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on the training through interviews. Under the name National De­
fense only two courses were offered, one in woodwork taught by 
Scott E. Johnson who was at that time shop teaoher in the Sam Houston 
Higi School; the other was in blacksmithing and was taught by a Negro 
man from Trinity, Texas under the supervision of E. L, Washington, 
agriculture teacher in Sam Houston High School. The class in wood­
work taught by Johnson lasted about one year. The clhss mmbership 
was made up of farmers and their wives. The instruction consisted 
of construction of chicken brooders, feed hoppers, self-feeders for 
swine and other livestock equipment. The class was taught three 
hours in the evening, five days a week. There were forty-eight mem­
bers in the class who received this training. The class in black-
smithing, such as sharpening sweeps and making general repairs on 
farm equipment and implements. No information could be obtained on 
how many persons attended the class. 
The teachers for these courses were paid with Federal Funds, 
and all tools and supplies necessary for teaching the classes were 
purchased from funds supplied by the Federal Government. Tie tools 
and equipment became the property cf the school after the close of 
the courses. The equipment purchased for the colored school consist­
ed cf only hand tools. No automobile and tractor repair courses were 
offered, neither were any tractor driving or gardening courses offer­
ed. 
After the general program was changed to *ood Production TVar 
Training, a canning center was opened and equipped for Negroes of 
-'.alker County. The center was equipped with three large retorts, four 
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smaller pressure cookers, and three automatic hand sealers, There 
-jrere also necessary blanching vat, exhaust vat,cooling vat, and sinto 
for washing and preparing fruits, vegetables, and meats for canning. 
Except for lack of electric sealers this "was a very well equipped 
9 canning center. 
The courses in the canning center were taught by Mrs, Bennie 
Rutledge, homemaking teacher in Sam Houston Hi$i School, for the first 
two years. After Mrs. Rutledge resigned hen position in the Hi$i 
School and moved away from Huntsville, Mrs, Lovie h&tkirs was employ­
ed as teacher of Pood Conservation Courses during the canning seasons. 
Mrs. Watlcins kept this position until appropriations for such courses 
were no longer made. 
This canning center served more Negro families in Walker 
County than any other institution during its time of operation; much 
good was accomplished as a result of the canning center where many 
thousands of cans of food were prepared for future use in Negro 
homes. 
Apprenticeships 
There are no records in Walker County of a certified appren­
ticeship, yet when a survey of Negro businesses and of Negrcffi employ­
ed by business institutions was made by the writer, it was ^ound thai 
Huntsvilie Negroes have learned more while employed which qualifies 
them to earn a living than has been learned from any other source. 
Among the businesses found owned and operate^ by Negroes w o 
Visited by writer, Jul;'', 19^6* 
(9 
learned the business or trad® while employed are groceries, lumber, 
sawmill, carpentry, auto mechanics, ehoe making, cleanin- and ""reasirg, 
rock masonry, painting and paper hanging. The surrey revealed thir­
teen Negro grocery stores, five of which have meat market departmentsj 
one lumber dealer; two sawmill operators; six oarpenters; three clean­
ing and pressing establishments; ore shoe shop; and ei -ht auto mechan­
ics, with two of these specialists in body and fender work. The earn-
in^ power of these individuals is not lessened because of their race 
except perhaps those in business whose customers are limited more or 
less to people living in the neighborhood where the business is locat­
ed. Kany Negroes are employed by wholesale and retail grocery stores, 
garages and automobile dealers, feed stores, cleaning and pressing es­
tablishments, and they hold responsible positions. High school boys 
are employed part time during the school session each year and are 
given a chance to learn the rudiments of whatever business he happens 
to be employed by. 
To give an account of the importance of what "egroes learn 
while employed, the writer takes the liberty to describe two Negro 
businesses operated by individuals who learned while employed. The 
first of these descriptions will be of Felder Jones' shoe s'"An. Jones 
relates that he began as a shoe shine boy in a white shoe shop while a 
boy attending the public school in Huntsville. toi le thus employed, 
he learned little by little about repairing shoes until by the Mm® be 
graduated from high school, he was employed full time as a repair ®n, 
continuing to learn more and more about operating the business and re­
pairing 3hoes. He was finally regarded as the best -an r. r* •» 
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and encouraged by salesmen and friends to go into business f<r him­
self. VKhen he first decided to go into business, the recessary machin­
ery and equipment could not be purchased due to war shortages. Early 
in 19h7, Jones was able to purchase all modern machinery and to open 
a shop for himself. He employs one full time assistant and one part 
time assistant, one full time shine boy and one part time shine boy. 
Jones operated his shop as efficiently as any in town and has a large 
number of customers. 
The second description is that of the Grover's grocery and 
market. Mr. Grover's refrigeration system consists of a large walk-
in refrigerator and a very modern display refrigerator. These two 
units have a ccabined valued at.five hundred dollars. The business 
provides full time employment for Grover and his wife, and part time 
employment for their two sons who are in high school. The business 
intake grosses two thousand dollars per month and the margin of profit 
enables the Grovers to live without fear. 
There is no record of a registered apprenticeship in Walker 
County, but Negroes certainly profit tremendously from what they 
learn while anployed in the City of Huntsville. 
The W. P. A. Adult Education Program 
The Federal Government, through the 'orks Progress Administra­
tion furnished funds for an adult education program in "'felker County, 
which lasted in the county for six or eight years. All the records 
have been lost or destroyed and no authentic written records are avail-
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able to give detailed information on the program.10 
Negroes maintained a greater interest in the program through­
out than did whites,11 and about two-thirds of all persons enrolled 
in classes were Negroes. Many old Negroes who had never had an op­
portunity to attend school learned to read and write well enough to 
sign their names legibly. Some members of the classes were approach­
ing eighty years of age, but the majority were middle age persons who 
worked during the day and attended classes at night. The classes met 
in some instances in inconvenient and uncomfortable location. Glass­
es were held in schools or churches which were often unattractive, 
with little or no blackboard space, and in most cases were very poorly 
lighted. Some times clubs were formed among some of the students 
which met outside of school hours to study gardening, home improvement 
or other things in which they were interested, 
Malone, the county agent, stated further* "To see their faces 
light up with pleasure when they were able to recognize and call the 
words of each sentence was an unforgetable experience,"1^ 
Veteran Training Program 
The Veteran Training Program for "'alker °ounty began July 1, 
19L<6 under Public Law 3b6 and Public Law 16. L. R« Bagwell was em-
^Hayman, op. clt., p. 3h» 
^Interview with A. W, Coker, former °ounty Judge. 
""^Interview with K. H. Malone, Ccurrty Agent. 
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ployed as teacher of agriculture, a qualified Smith Hughes teacher 
of vocational agriculture and himself a veteran, havin^ been a Hirst 
Lieutenant with forty-seven months of active service in World Tfeir II, 
This course is designed to rehabilitate World War II veterans who were 
farmers before entering the service and those who wanted to rake farm-
in a life vocation after being discharged from the armed forces. This 
process of rehabilitation consists of both individual and group in­
struction of the veteran in improved practices in general farming 
principally and in some cases specialized farming. 
Since the beginning of this program sixty-seven veterans have 
been enrolled in this branch of instruction. Of this number, forty-
six are still in training. This number comprises two classes taught 
by Bagwell with twenty-two in his class and 0. G. Davison, who came 
into the program as assistant to Bagwell, January 1, 19^7 with twenty-
four men in his class at present."-' Three years are required for com­
pletion of this course, after which time, it is assumed ihat the vet­
eran is capable of carrying on his farming program profitably with a 
minimum amounb of supervision 'which is obtained through existing agri­
cultural agencies such as Extension service, soil conservation ser­
vice, vocational agriculture and a one year follow up program by the 
veteran teachers. 
After two years of operation of the veteran agriculture claFF 
in Walker County, five veterans have built new homes and out 1 \ ld-
ings with the aid of the class under supervision of the teacher; six 
""'Trom files in Coordinator's office. 
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tractors have been purchased? one hundred twenty sores of land has 
been purchased in addition to what was alreedy owner, which was ap­
proximately seven hundred acres. An additional fifteen hundred aor«s 
Hi have been leased. The quality o** livestock and poultry has been im­
proved by importation of pure bred foundation stock. The yield of 
farm crops have been increased by twenty-five peroe?* through emloy-
inent of soil building and soil conservation practices, and procure­
ment of certified seed and systematic control of diseases and in­
sects. 
The veteran program of education is under the auspicies of 
the Huntsville Independent School District; the veteran pro ram is 
under the control o^ the Huntsville Independent Sc' ool District also. 
There are two divisions, the Agricultural d" vision disoussed above 
and the oilier division which be^-an in September, I9I46 as a woodwtrk 
course and now operated in the Sam Houston "Hft1 School. June 1, 19' t 
the course was changed to general education. The number of veterans 
enrolled has ranged from forty-three at present to eig'ty-two luring 
the regular session of school 19''7-1'9. Tour students have graduated 
from high school. The entire enrollment of veterans is well disci­
plined ami all seem interested in improving themselves intellect- "1.1.; . 
^Ibid, 
^Interview with L. R. Bagwell, TIead Agriculture Departmentfbr 
,Tegro veterans in Walker County, 
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Summary 
There wre no schools for Negroes in Talker County before the 
Civil War, and the greates interest manifested in the "egro van in 
keeping hie a slave. A very few Negroes were taught to read by their 
masters or their masters' children, but no formal education wan pro­
vided for them. 
The first public schools for vegroes in "hiker County were es­
tablished by the "reednan's Huroau and were taught by white tone ers 
from the North, There was much opposition to "egrws bein taught, 
and persons who taught Negroes wore ostracised, ridiculed by the 
whites and in some cases threatened by - ob violence and the 'nfliotlon 
of bodily injuries. 
Some of the persons vho pioneered 'a education "or egjrees in 
Talker County were Hiss Texana Snow, Lisa Lizzie Stone, Irom, Apsborn, 
ard James, all white teachers. Among the early colored tea-*! ors er-
Jacob F.  Cozior,  0 .  A. C.  Todd,  Acres,  and ^rs .  ol l ie  loo' .  ~v-
teachers worked in the Freed m schools and blaze' a tra'l 11 tnn 
later followed by David ^lliams, who began teaching ir 1383, •'"!» 
TT. Houston, who began teaching in 1903. These two men probably did 
more for esrly education of a public nature then any o d n o 
citizens who lived in their day. San Houston cane a i" tie later ' or. 
David miliars, and it was Sam Houston who establ'shod * e 
Industrial Training School at Gallilee, a rural community seven -He-
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west of Huntsville. This training school had the flr-t • igh school 
department for Negroes in the County, and Houston • i^it well be called 
the father of secondary education in Yfelker ^ourr 
7toen the Training School ^altered for lack of funds was 
combined with the Negro School in Huntsville. Sar. Houston ma r nde 
principal and the school was named for him. This was a fittin - tribute 
to the man who had pioneered the hard way to develop a worthy school 
system for Negro people in the County, 
77aIker County, until recently, had a larger ^egro population 
than white. This early Negro population had not been trained to manage 
homes, farms and families as they had been subject to the master vho 
did the planning and managing; therefore, Megro family heads felt the 
need of supervision early. In 1931> under Sam Houston, a fegro Chamber 
of Commerce was organized. This Negro organization set about to pro­
vide some of the needed supervision for Tlegro farm families; it raised 
the county's quotafor a County Agricultural Extension Agent for tw 
years. After two years, the County sensed the good of having a "egro 
Agent and took over the paying of that portion of his salary not furn­
ished by the Federal Government. The Negroes then paid the County's 
quota for a Home Demonstration Agent's salary. This was a "ine es-
ture for adult education. Negroes responded favorably to every educa­
tional opportunity offered them, 
TOien the W. P. A. Adult Education program was introduced, 
Negroes enthusiastically took advantage of it and i any adult citizens 
learned to read and write, T';o veteran education program 'or the 
C o u n t y  u n d e r  P u b l i c  L a w s  j l ' 6  a n d  1 6  h a s  b e e n  u s e d  t o  a d v a n t a g e  t o  a i d  
those who were eligible to participate. Under the s r :iN uro 
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si on it became necessary to employ two teachers soon after its in­
ception. he general education program operated through the Sa 
Houston Higi School and has maintained an average eirollaer.t of sixty 
veterans who are interested in proving their educational level. 
Apprentices in has not been registered as a system of educa­
tional training for Negroes, but many of our most substantial citiiens 
learned their trade or developed business knowledge while e-rployed by 
white firms. 
Supervision of public schools for Negroes was late coming to 
Tfelker County, hut muoh improvement has been made as a result of Negro 
supervisors. The County has now a Jeanes supervisor ?or common school 
district schools and the Huntsville Independent School District employs 
a supervisor for Negro schools. 
Conclusions 
As a result of the research done in connection with this study 
the writer has reached the following conclusions* 
There was no formal eduoation for Negroes in ^lker County be­
fore the Civil Viar. At the close of the war Negroes eagerly and en­
thusiastically grasped and made use of every opportunity for learning. 
This strong desire on the part of the Negroes for learning his done 
much for the developmert of the public educational system for the 
County as a whole. Education for Negroes suffered veatly during the 
period immediately following the war because of opposition to Megr®s 
learning and because of opposition to Negroes being taught by whites. 
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After development of the public school system Vro school* ware 
poorly equipped and for a long period church houses or any building 
vhich could be rented was used for a Negro sohool house, most were 
inadequate. For a Ion-; while Negro teachers "/ere poorly pai-l, re­
ceiving only forty percent of the state apportionment for Negro 
scholastics and none of local funds, Negro supervisors have been in­
strumental in finding and overcoming many of the evils which beset 
Negro schools. Negro school plants, especially in the City, have not 
expanded in proportion to the growth of scholastic population. 
Rec ominendati ons 
As a result of the conclusions given above the writer recom­
mends that thi's study be continued and developed further by sons 
student interested in preserving information concerning the education­
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ALBERT HIGHTOWER ET UX 
TO 
W. A. LEIGH. 
Instrument: Deed. 
Dated: Oct.  3rd. 1896. 
Piled: Oct.  3rd. 1896. 
Recorded: Vol.  11 pg. 91. 
Deed Records, Walker Co.Texas, 
THE STATE OP TEXAS, I  
COUNTY OP WALKER i  KNOW ALL MEN BY THESE PRESENTS, 
THAT We, Albert Hightower and wife Fhill is Hightower of the 
County of Wall<er and State aforesaid, for and in consideration of the 
sum of DOLLARS, to us in hand paid by the trustees of colored 
school District  No. 12 of said County and State and for the purpose of 
establishing a School and erecting a school house to be styled West 
Spring School in said District  for the use and benefit  of the Colored 
School Children of said District  No. 12 
have GRANTED, SOLD AND CONVEYED, and by these presents do GRANT, SELL 
AND CONVEY unto W A Leigh, County Judge of Walker County, Texas, and to 
his successors in office, in trust for public for school purposes, and 
a site for said school all  that certain, piece, parcel or tract of land, 
a part  of the Thos. R. Forole Survey lying in Walker County, Texas, and 
more particularly described as follows, to wit:  
Beginning at  a stake for corner on a road from which a Pine 8 
in dia brs.°N. 80° E 3 vrs and another 6 in dia brs N 20° W 4 vrs both 
marked X. Thence with said road N 12£ E 111 vrs to a stake in same for 
corner 
Thence S 77-g-° E 101 vrs to the south l ine of the fifty acres 
of which this is a part ,  a stake for corner.  
Thence S 54° W 150 vrs to the place of beginning, Containing one 
acre of land, Said one acre of land being a part  of a certain tract of 
land conveyed to the said Albert Hightower by Mrs S Gibbs by deed duly 
recorded in Book No. 9 on pages 241 & 242 of the deed records of said 
County of Walker to which reference is hereby made. 
TO HAVE AND TO HOLD the above described premises,  together with 
all  and singular the rights and appurtenances thereto in anywise belong­
ing, unto the said W A Leigh County Judge of said County of Walter and 
his successors in office in trust for purpose for School purposes as 
afoi^esaid, forever.  And we do hereby bind ourselves, our heirs,  executors 
and administrators, to WARRANT AND FOREVER DEPEND, all and singular, the 
said premises unto the said W A Leigh County Judge as aforesaid, and his 
successor in office heirs and assigns, against every person whomsoever 
lawfully claiming or to claim the same, or any part  thereof.  
WITNESS our hands at  Huntsville Texas, this 3rd day of October 
A.D. 1896. 
Albert Hightower His X Mark 
ATTEST:  L E Ball 
Phill is Hightower Her X Mark 
THE STATE OP TEXAS | 
COUNTY OP WALKER 3 BEFORE ME, L E Ball County Clerk in and for 
Walker County, Texas, on this day personally appeared Albert Hightower 
knom to me to be the person whose name is subscribed tothe foregoing 
instrument, and acknowledged to me that he executed the sane for the pur­
poses and consideration therein expressed. 
GIVEN under my hand and seal of office, this 3rd day of Oct. 
A.D. 1896. Ball Clk Co. Court 
(Seal) No. 1639 Walker Co. Tex. 
THE STATE OF TEXAS, K 
COUNTY OP WALKER I BEFORE ME, L E Ball County Clerk in and for 
Walker Co. Tex on this day personally appeared Phillis Hightower wife 
of Albert Hi^rtower known to me to be the person whose name is subscribed 
to the foregoing instrument, and having been examined by me privily and 
apart from her husband, and having the same by me fully explained to her 
she the said Phillis Hightower acknowledged such instrument to be her 
act*and deed, and declared that she had vti llingly signed the same for the 
purposes and consideration therein expressed, and that she did not vi. sh 
to retract it. „ ... _ 
GIVEN UNDER my hand and seal of office, this 3rd day of October 
A.D. 1896. Bail Clk Co ct 
(Seal) No. 1639 Walker County, Texas. 
Piled for Record the 3rd day of October 1896, at 4 o'clock P.M., and Re­
corded the 27th day of October 1896, at 9 o'clock A.M. 
L.E. Ball Clerk 
County Court, Walker County, Texas. 
THE STATE OP TEXAS 0 
COUNTY OP WALKER i 
I, H.G.Roberts, Clerk County Court, Walker County, Texas, here-
bv certify'that the above and foregoing is a true and correct copy of 
a" D^ED from Albert Hightower et ux TO W A Leigh as same appears of record 
as shown at the beginning of the instrument. 
Given under my hand and seal of office this 13th day of July 
A.D., 1948. H.G.Roberts, Clerk 
County Court Walker County, Texas. 
BY '.) ''2 -/ .• / Deputy. 
Leola Schlexder 
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APPENDIX D 
Minutes of Regular Session of the County Board of Education Mav 3, 
1915. 
The County Board of Education of Walker County met in regular 
session Monday May J, 1915 at the County Superintendent's office at 
9*30 o'clock A.M. The following members, S. C. Wilson, R. M, Woods, 
John Hart Hardy, and J. Foster, being present the following 
business was transacted* The 
The minutes of the last meeting were read and approved, J, W, 
Foster and R. I'*, Woods, the newly elected members of the board, were 
qualified. The requests of a number of patrons of school district 9 
asking that a school be established at or near Grants Spring in 
said district and asking that transportation be provided for the 
children that would attend school at Grants Spring in event the pe­
tition asking for a school at said Grants Spring was denied follows: 
the petition asking for the establishment of a school at Grants 
Spring was not voted on because said petition asked for the establish­
ment of a school which would be if established illegal and in viola­
tion of Chapter 12, Sec, 50 of the Acts of the Thirty First Legisla­
ture, 
The petition asking for transportation as stated above was 
next taken up and discussed at length after which a motion duly se­
conded was heard to refuse to grant the petition first; because it is 
the belief of the board that no child lives more than three miles from 
a school for white children and that in such instance the board has no 
authority to transport such children to or from school at public ex-
88 
pense. The motion carried by a unanimous vote. 
The action of the Commissioners' Court in changing certain 
parts of the boundary lines of common school districts No, 13 and 
No, llj. and as recorded in the minutes of said court was, by motion 
duly ratified. 
The minutes of the McGure school in district No. 6 was called 
for and read by Pres. S. C. Wilson, Superintendent J. c. Thomas 
presented to the board the proposals of the local trustee. After 
an hour's discussion, a motion duly seconded was made and carried 
unanimously to transport all scholastics of said KcGuire School to 
Dodge School, The ^ounty Superintendent was instructed to notify 
the Dodge Independent District Trustees of the board's action and 
to inform himself concerning the cost of transporting said children 
and make arrangement therefor and report to the board at its next 
meeting. 
The County Superintendent was instructed to investigate the 
advisability of consolidating the Colony school (col) and Cross Hill 
school (col) both in district No. 2, and report to the board at an 
early date 
The Co. Supt. was instructed to investigate the conditions 
now existing in the Pleasant Grove (col) and the Yfest Spring (col) 
communities and report to the board and local trustees of districts 
No. 1 and No. 12, his recommendations as to consolidation. 
EMPLOYMENT SHEET 
HUNTSVILLE, TEXAS SMI HOUSTON HIGH SCHOOL 
Employer's Name 
Address „ Phone No. 
Kind of Work 
No.* of Hours per Day Child or Adult 
Salary received per hour or Week 
Do you go about your job with a friendly attitddS? 
Do you wear uniforms or dresses? 
Are you satisfied with your present position? 
If not type desired 
Employee's Name 
Address Phone No. 
How long employed at present job? 
Do you notify employer when you are going to be away?___ 
Mode of transportation.».Bus....Walk......Car.....Distance 
Are you prompt to your job? 
How important is your personal grooming? 
Are you careful of your daily personal Hygiene? 
^valuation and Suggestions for Improvement of' Program: 
Mrs. Lenora Goutier, Fhcnes 1068, and 994-J 
